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Leland, 1536 

Cairguent in Base Venteland is iiii [rny les ] from Chepstow in the way to Catr-It on 
Yt wa s sumtyme a fair and a large cyte. The places v he re the iiii. gates was et 
~ppere, and the most part of the wa l yet standeth, but al to minis chyd and torn/ 
in the lower ~rt of the walle toward a lytle valey standeth yet the ruine of a ' 
s tr onge v • • within and abowt the waulle now be a xvi. or xvii. smaul hows es for 
husbandmen, ~fa new making, and a paroche chir ch of s. Stephyn. In the towne 
yet appere pavtme ntes of the old streates, and yn digging they fin de fundations of 
greate brykes, tessellat.a pa vl menta , & numtamata argentea simul & ae re a • 
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became a nucleus for settlement 
and industrial and trading 
activities. Caerwent (7) is a more 

t unusual example of a civilian 
town. The three tribes of the 
Silures, the Demetae and the 
Cornovii were organised into 
Romano-British commonwealths. 
Caerwent of the Silures (Venta 
Silurum) is a striking example of a 
small but long prosperous 
commonwealth capital (8). There 
was a similar centre at 
Moridunum (Carmarthen) for the 
Demetae and a large one at 
Viriconium (Wroxeter) for the 
Cornovii. They were ringed with 
country estates around the villas. 
(9) 

The other tribes seem to have 
retained much of their lifestyle 
and their hillforts were, towards 
the end, re-occupied and 
modernised. Tre'r Ceiri in 
Gwynedd (10) remained occupied 
well into the third century and was 
re-occupied at the end of Roman 
rule. It is arguably the most 
impressive hill-fort township in 
Wales, with well over 150 huts 
inside the walls. Din Lligwy in 
Anglesey (11) is a walled 
residence of the fifth century with 
iron workers' huts as well as living 
accommodation. Many of the 
stone huts of the period were 
paved and drained and look like 
native versions of villas. The 
settlement at Aberffraw in 
Anglesey itself became the royal 
domain of the successor British 
kingdom of Gwynedd. 
Reconstructions are by the artist 
Alan Sorrel. 

o'r caerau hyn; anheddau wedi'u 
seilio ar ddiwydiant a masnach. y 
mae Caerwent (7) yn enghraifft 
llai cyffredin o dref sifil. Trefnwyd 
y tri llwyth: y Silures, y Demetae 
a'r Cornovii yn gyman-wledydd 
Prydain-Rufeinig. Y mae 
Caerwent y Silures (Venta 
Silurum) yn enghraifft wych o brif 
ddinas fechan, ond llewyrchus (8). 
Yr oedd canolfan debyg yng 
Nghaerfyrddin (Moridunum) ar 
gyfer y Demetae ac un fawr yn 
Wroxeter (Viriconium) ar gyfer y 
Cornovii. Amgylchynid y filas a 
stadau gwledig (9). Cadwodd y 
llwythau eraill at eu ffordd eu 
hunain o fyw i raddau helaeth. 
Tua diwedd y cyfnod Rhufeinig 
ail-feddiannwyd a 
moderneiddiwyd eu bryngaerau. 
Yr oedd pobl yn byw yn Nhre'r 
Ceiri, Gwynedd (10) hyd ganol y 
drydedd ganrif bron ac fe'i 
hail-feddiannwyd ar ddiwedd y 
goresgyniad Rhufeinig. Gellir 
dadlau mai hon yw'r fryngaer 
hynotafyng Nghymru, gyda thros 
150 o breswylfeydd o fewn ei 
muriau. Trigfan fagwyredig o'r 
burned ganrif yw Din Lligwy ym 
Mon gyda chytiau i'r gweithwyr 
haearn yn ogystal a 
phreswylfeydd. Edrychai llawer o 
dai carreg y cyfnod, a'u lloriau 
wedi'u palmantu, a'u 
carthffosiaeth, yn bur debyg i 
fersiynau brodorol y filas 
Rhufeinig. Daeth y cyfannedd yn 
Aberffraw, Sir Fon, yntau yn sedd 
frenhinol i'r deyrnas Brydeinig 
yng Ngwynedd a ddaeth ar 61 
ymadawiad y Rhufeiniaid. 
(Adluniadau gan Alan Sorrel, 
artist.) 
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