QOes y Tywysogion

Dechreua hanes
Cymru gyda Macsen Wiedig

Dechreua hanes Cymru a Macsen
o leiaf yng ngolwg ysgrifenwyr
cyntaf hanes Cymru. Yn 3830C
datganwyd Macsen Wledig yn
ymherodr gan y fyddin Rufeinig
ym Mhrydain. Brodor o Hispania,
gwasanaethodd y
trawsfeddianwr hwn o gadfridog
gyda Theodosius ac fe roddwyd
Gymraes yn wraig iddo mewn
chwedloniaeth. Yn dilyn
buddugoliaeth dros y Pictiaid a'r
Sgotiaid, fe aeth &'r llengoedd o
Brydain i ymgyrchu yng Nghal.
Fe'i lladdwyd wrth ymosod ar
Milan yn 387 OC. Daeth Macsen
yn ffigur canolog yn
nhraddodiadau hanesyddol
Cymru. Yn y traddodiadau hynny
dyddir cwymp Prydain Rufeinig
o’r amser yr aeth Macsen a'r
llengoedd o Brydain. Mynnodd y
traddodiad hefyd iddo
drosglwyddo awdurdod
cyfreithlon i lywodraethu i
arweinwyr Celtaidd lleol cyn iddo
ymadael.

Oherwydd prinder ffynonellau
ysgrifenedig gorfodir yr
hanesydd i droi at ffynonellau
llenyddol a chwedlonol. O fewn y
chwedl a'i haddurn ceir yn aml
ronyn o wirionedd. Y mae
chwedlau’n bwysig hefyd am fod
yr hyn y créd pobl iddo ddigwydd
yn y gorffennol yn llawn mor
ddylanwadol yn aml &'r hyn a
ddigwyddodd mewn gwirionedd.
Yma ymddengys Macsen yn
nhestun yr oesoedd tywyll, Y
Mabinogi (2,3) fel Macsen
Wledig. Enghraifft wych ydyw o
sut y mae chwedloniaeth yn
gweithio gan gyfuno
digwyddiadau gwasgaredig i
lunio cyfanwaith.

Ymddengys ar un waith fel
Macsen, Ymherodr Rhufain, ac fel
lwl Cesar. Priodolir goresgyniad
Prydain i'w freuddwyd am Helen
deg o Segontium (Seiont). Hefyd
y mae'r chwedl yn cynnig
eglurhad ar y rhwydwaith hynod
o ffyrdd Rhufeinig yng Nghymru'r
oesoedd tywyll a fuasai mor
amlwg ar y pryd.

The Age of the Princes

Welshi History
begins with Macsen Wledig

~Welsh history begins with

~Maximus — at least in the view of
the first writers of Welsh history.
In 383AD the Roman army in
Britain proclaimed Magnus
Maximus as Emperor (1). A native
of Hispania, this usurping general
served in Britain with Theodosius
and was endowed in legend with
a Welsh wife. Following a victory
over the Picts and Scots he ‘with
drew the legions’ from Britain to
campaign in Gaul. During a march
on Milan in 387 he was killed in
action. Maximus became a central
figure in Welsh historical
traditions. In those traditions, the
fall of Roman Britain is dated from
his withdrawal of the legions.
Tradition insisted too that before
he left he had delegated
legitimate authority to govern to
local Celtic rulers.

Because of the paucity of
written sources the historian is
sometimes forced to turn to
literary sources and legend.
Inside the legend and
embellishment are often a few
grains of truth. Legends are
important in another sense
because what people believe to
have happened is often just as
influential as what actually did
happen. Here Maximus appears
in the Dark Ages text The
Mabinogion (2,3) as Macsen
Wiledig. It is an illuminating
example of the way legend often
works by rolling disparate events
into an entity. He appears as
Macsen, Roman Emperor and
Julius Caesar in one, and the
invasion of Britain is attributed to
his dream of the fair Helen of
Segontium. The legend also
offers an explanation of a feature
which must still have been very
much in evidence in Dark Age
Wales, the impressive Roman
road network.
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THE DREAM OF MACSEN WLEDIG

... And straightaway the emperor set out with his host,
and those men as their guide. Towards the Island of Britain
they came, over sea and ocean, and he conquered the
Island from Beli son of Manogan and his sons, and drove
them into the sea. And he came straight on to Arfon; and
the emperor recognized the land the moment he saw it.
And the moment he saw the castle of Aber Seint, ‘See
yonder,’ said he, ‘the castle wherein I saw the lady I love
best.” And he came straight to the castle and into the hall,
and there he saw Cynan son of Eudaf and Gadeon son of
Eudaf playing at gwyddbwyll. And he saw Eudaf son of
Caradawg sitting in a chair of ivory, carving pieces for the
gwyddbwyll. The maiden he had seen in his sleep he saw
sitting in the chair of red gold. ‘Empress of Rome,’ said he,
‘all hail”” And the emperor threw his arms around her neck.
And that night he slept with her.

And on the morrow early the maiden asked for her
maiden fee, because she had been found a maid; and he
asked her to name her maiden fee. And she named for her
father the Island of Britain from the North Sea to the Irish
Sea, and the three adjacent islands, to be held under the
empress of Rome, and that three chief strongholds be made
for her in the three places she might choose in the Island of
Britain. And then she chose that the most exalted
stronghold should be made for her in Arfon, and soil from
Rome was brought there so that it might be healthier for
the emperor to sleep and sit and move about. Later the
other two strongholds were made for her, none other than
Caer Llion and Caer Fyrddin.

And one day the emperor went to Caer Fyrddin to hunt,
and he went as far as the top of Y Frenni Fawr, and there
the emperor pitched his tent. And that camping-ground is
called Cadeir Facsen from that day to this. Caer Fyrddin,

- on the other hand, was so named because the stronghold

was built by a myriad men.

Thereafter Elen thought to make high roads from one
stronghold to another across the Island of Britain. And the
roads were made. And for that reason they are called the
Roads of Elen of the Hosts, because she was sprung from
the Island of Britain, and the men of the Island of Britain
would not have made those great hostings for any save her.
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Oes y Tywysogion

Goresgyniad Prydain gan y

Rhufeiniaid

The Age of the Princes

The Roman Conquest of Britain

Ar yr olwg gyntaf ymddengys
gweithiau’r awduron clasurol yn
ffynhonnell addawol. Eu
fersiynau hwy o oresgyniad
Prydain gan y Rhufeiniaid yw'r
cyfeiriadau ysgrifenedig cyntaf
sydd gennym; y trobwynt o
gyn-hanes i hanes. Fodd bynnag,
nid gwyddonwyr gwrthrychol
mohonynt. Ysgrifennent ar gyfer
cynulleidfa a chanddi
ragdybiaethau ynghylch
brodorion barbaraidd a sut y
disgwylid iddynt ymddwyn.
Cofier hefyd fod Tacitus (Tegid),
yn y darn detholedig, yn
ysgrifennu am bethau a
ddigwyddasai rai blynyddoedd
cyn ei eni; digwyddiadau yr oedd
aelod o'i deulu ei hun wedi
chwarae rhan flaenllaw ynddynt.
Fodd bynnag, yma ceir y
disgrifiadau cyfoesol llawnaf o
Brydain Oes yr Haearn ar adeg y
goresgyniad. Daw'r darnau yma
o'r awdur Rhufeinig Tacitus
(Tegid). Y mae’rcerflun yn dod

o golofn Trajan.

The writings of classical authors
appear to be a promising source
of information at first sight. Their
accounts of the Roman conquest
of Britain are the first written
references we have and mark the
transition from prehistory into
history.

They were not detached scientific
observers, however, and were
writing for an audience with
preconceived ideas about
barbarian natives and how they
would behave. Furthermore, in
the account selected, Tacitus was
writing about events which had
occurred some years before his
birth in which a member of his
own family had played a
prominent part. None the less, the
accounts do offer the fullest
contemporary description we
have of the state of Iron Age
Britain atthe time of the conquest.
The extracts here are from the
Roman author Tacitus. The
sculpture is from Trajan’s
Column.

Their strength is in their infantry. Some tribes also fight from chariots.
The nobleman drives, his dependants fight in his defence. Once they owed
obedience to kings; now they are distracted between the jarring factions of
rival chiefs. Indeed, nothing has helped us*more in war with their strongest
nations than their inability to co-operate. It is but seldom that two or three
states unite to repel a common danger; fighting in detail they are conquered
wholesale, The climate is objectionable, with its frequent rains and mists,
but there is no extreme cold. Their day is longer than is normal in the
Roman world, The night is bright and, in the extreme North, short, with
only a briefl interval between evening and morning twilight. If no clouds
block the view, the sun's glow, it is said, can be seen all night long. It
does not set and rise, but simply passes along the horizon. The reason
must be that the ends of the earth, being flat, cast low shadows and cannot
raise the darkness to any height; night therefore fails to reach the sky and
its stars. The soil can bear all produce, except the olive, and vine, and
other natives of warmer climes, and it is fertile. Crops are slow to ripen
but quick to grow - both facts due to one and the same cause, the extreme
moistness of land and sky. Britain yields gold, silver and other metals, to
make it worth conquering. Ocean, too, has its pearls, but they are dusky
and mottled. Some think that the natives are unskilful in gathering them.
Whereas in the Red Sea the oysters are torn alive and breathing from the
rocks, in Britain, they are collected as the sea throws them up. ...

The Britons themselves submit to the levy, the tribute and other charges
of the Empire with cheerful readiness provided there is no abuse. That
they bitterly resent for they are broken to obedience not to slavery ...

... Such was the state of Britain, such the vicissitudes of war that Agricola
found waiting for him when he crossed the Channel with the summer half
spent, a season when campaigning seems to be over and our troops tend to
relax, while our enemies seek to profit thereby. Shortly before his arrival
the tribe of the Ordovices had almost wiped out a squadron of cavalry stationed
in their territory, and this initial stroke had excited the province. The war-
party welcomed the lead, and only waited to test the temper of the new legate.
The summer was far spent, the irregulars were scattered over the province,
the legionaries were assuming that there would be no more fighting that year.
Everything, in fact, combined to hamper or thwart a new campaign, and
many were in favour of simply watching where the danger lay. In spite of

all Agricola decided to go and meet the threat. He drew together detach-
ments of the legions and a small force of auxiliaries. As the Ordovices did
not venture to meet him in the plain, he marched his men into the hills, him-
self in the van, to lend his own courage to the rest by sharing their peril.
Thus he cut to pieces almost the whole fighting force of the nation. But he
realized that he must not lag behind his reputation and that the success of his
first enterprises would decide how much his other enemies would fear him.
He decided, therefore, to reduce the island of Anglesey. from the occupation
of which Paulinus had been recalled by the revolt of all Britain, as I described
in an earlier chapter. The plan was hastily conceived, and there was no fleet

at hand; the resource and resolution of the general had to take the troops across.

Agricola picked out the best of his auxiliaries, who had experience of fords and
had been trained at home to swim and arms and horses under control beside

them, and made them discard their whole equipment. He then launched them on

a surprise attack, and the enemy, who had been thinking in terms of fleet, ships
and naval warfare, completely lost their heads. What could embarrass or
defeat a foe who attacked like that? They sued for peace and surrendered the
island; and Agricola, in a flash, found himself enjoying reputation and respect.
Had he not, at his very first entrance to the province, deliberately chosen a
difficult and dangerous enterprise, ata time usually devoted to pageantry and
ceremonial visits? Yet Agricola would not let success tickle his vanity. He
had kept under control a conquered people; he would not represent that as a
campaign of conquest ...




ROMANISATION

The following winter was spent on schemes of the most salutary kind, To
induce a people, hitherto scattered, uncivilized and therefore prone to
fight, to grow pleasurably inured to peace and ease, Agricola gave private
encouragement and official assistance to the building of temples, public
squares and private mansions. He praised the keen and scolded the slack,
and competition to gain honour from him was as effective as complusion.
Furthermore, he trained the sons of the chiefs in the liberalarts and
expressed a preference for British natural ability over the trained skill

of the Gauls. The result was that in place of distaste for the Latin
language came a passion to command it. In the same way, our national
dress came into favour and the toga was everywhere to be seen. And so
the Britons were gradually led on to the amenities that make vice agree-
able - arcades, baths and sumptuous banquets. They spoke of such
novelties as 'civilization', when really they were only a feature of en-
slavement.

Tacitus
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Roman and Post Roman
Settlement in Wales

Cyfanheddu yng Nghymru cyn ac

ar 6l y Rhufeiniaid

4 Roman control over Wales was
L.secured by the construction of a
chain of forts and fortlets
throughout Wales connected by
an impressive road network (1).
Not until the late eighteenth
century did Wales again enjoy a
communications system
approaching the sophistication of
the Roman road system. The
principal centres of control were
Deva (Chester), Segontium
(Caernarfon) (2-3), Isca (Caerleon)
(4-6) and Moridunum
(Carmarthen). Some of the forts

Sicrhawyd rheolaeth

Rufeinig dros Gymru drwy
adeiladu cyfres o gaerau a
gysylitwyd gan rwydwaith
godidog o ffyrdd (1). Nid tan
Nid tan blynyddoedd olaf y
ddeunawfed ganrif y mwynhai
Cymru gyfundrefn gysylltiadau
debyg i eiddo soffistigedig y
Rhufeiniaid. Deva (Caer),
Segontium (Caernarfon) (2,3),
Isca (Caerllion) (4-6) a Moridunum
(Caerfyrddin) oedd y prif
ganolfannau o lywodraeth.
Tyfodd anheddau o gwmpas rhai
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Datblygiad Diwydiannol

Roman Industrial development
Rhufeinig

Mwynglodd Dolau Cothi Dolau Cothi Gold Mine

The Dolau Cothi mines (1) were
executed with military precision
and planning. Welsh gold was a
major incentive for the Roman
Conquest and it was the military
forces who began the methodical
exploitation of the gold mines.
Using convict labour they drove
deep adits, trenched massive
reservoirs, built a seven miles
long agqueduct, cut down acres of
forest and drenched the district in
acid rain (2). Only in the middle of
the second century AD did
civilian labour take over. The
mines offer one of the earliest
examples of the large-scale,
controlled use of water power for
industrial purposes (3-5). Water
was used for ‘hushing’ (scouring
away the overlying topsoil to
expose the rock), and possibly for
fire setting (the rock surface being
broken up by heating and
subsequent quenching with
water). Dolau Cothi is said to be
the most technologically
advanced site yet discovered in
Roman Britain. Also shown is a
Roman stamp for ingots (6) and a
Roman stone carving of Iberian
miners (7).

Mwynglodd Dolau Cothi
Gweithiwyd mwyngloddiau
Dolau Cothi (1) a chreffta chynllun
milwrol. Bu aur Cymru yn
gymbhelliad cryf i'r goresgyniad
Rhufeinig a'r fyddin a
gychwynnodd yn drefnus i
weithio’'r mwyngloddiau. Gan
ddefnyddio llafur carcharorion,
turiasant dwneli dwfn,
gwnaethant gronféydd anferth,
adeilasant ddyfnffos saith milltir
ei hyd, torasant erwau o goedwig
a boddasant yr ardal mewn glaw
asid (2). Ond yng nghanol yr ail
ganrif OC cymerwyd y gweithiau
drosodd gan lafur sifil. Dyma un
o'r enghreifftiau cynharaf o reoli
pwer dwr (3-5) i garthu’ruwchbridd
gan ddinoethi‘rgraig, ac, o bosibl, i
ddiffodd tan a gynheuid er mwyn
torri'r graig drwy ei gwresogi.
Dywedir mai Dolau Cothi yw'r
safle mwyaf datblygedig yn
dechnegol a ddarganfuwyd hyd
yn hyn ym Mhrydain Rufeinig.
Dangosir hefyd stamp Rhufeinig
ar gyfer ingots (6) a cherflun
Rhufeinig o fwynwyr Iberaidd (7).
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It is significant that the closest resemblances are Lo Dacia,where gold-mining
flourished in the middle second century, a date not far removed from that given by
the finds at Dolaucothy villa. ... The upper adit is now closed, but the lower is

level so far as can be judged by the eye, und the water seems to [low slowly cutwards.
Along the left side it is paved with large roughly-set slabs, to afford a dry walk.

This is a variation of the combination ol drainage and haulige adit, found al Rio
Tinto, where the water flowed along a drain cut in the middle of the floor and boarded
over. There is a nearer parallel to Dolaucothy at Ruda, where the stairway was not
carried across, but a ditch was left on the right side. Thus the suggestion of a Norman
date for Dolaucothy is untenable. The workings, in fact, show the highest level of
Roman mining skill, and were probahly a state enterprise; whereas the only mining
operations in Britain under the Normans were shallow grubbings with no scientific
technique.

The ancients mainly worked free gold at the oxidised outcrops, bul they probably also
obtained silver in places. As slag has not been found, they cannot have descended far
into the pyrites zone. They presumahly pounded and milled the ore and then washed

it with water from the aqueduct, though pits sunk by the river show a Jayer of probably
pond-deposited silt overlaid by fragments of auriferous quartz, perhaps originally
unoxidised rejects, which suggest ore-dressing there at a time when the aqueduct had
not yet been constructed.

When attacking quartz or slate with many small veins, the Romans used fire-setting,
which has lelt smooth concave surfaces. Elsewhere they drove with a gad, whose
striations are visible on the gallery walls. Their adits are large, and in section
rectangular or slightly arched, usually widesl at the shoulder, like those al Skuriotissa
and Rio Tinto. They were driven by splitting out the roof in stages of :ihq,ﬁt 4 in., and
then culting back the face, as at Linares. One gallery turns at right angles along a
vein, having first started to cross it, but without completing the lowest 1ft. of the

next stage. The change of direction was probably decided after an assay, and the 44 ft.
of rock cut out beyond the vein indicales the time-lag in completing the assay-test,
probably by crushing and panning. No lamp-niches are known and the Mediterranean
type of oil-lamp was probably not used in mines so far north.

Archaeologists Report in Archaeologia Cambrensis 1936,

It is said to have been 'the only recognisable justification of the claim of Tacitus that
gold was amongst the rewards of victory of the Roman conquest ol Britain'. Some
excavations in 1831 revealed tessellated pavements and hypocausts for heating - quite
possibly the relics of the pit-head baths of the miners and officials. No other buildings
hiave been obsérved, bul excavation has been sporadie. The open-cast workings are
numerous and obvious, but perhaps the most impressive memorial is the water conduit
no less than 7 miles long, for the most part excavated in the solid rock and presumably
completed by wooden troughs carried on trestle bridges. The hoard of gold objects
suid to have been found at the end of the eighteenth century is one of the finest from any
Romano-British site and is deposited in the British and Carmarthen Museums.

The works are impressive from their size and extent, but perhaps even more so from
the evidence thal they afford of peaceful conditions. The objects can be dated to the
early second century.

5 Archaeologists Report in Archaeologiu Cambrensis 1949,
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Map of the Ogafau Roman Gold Mines.
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