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After the death of Queene Katherine, the sa lde 
Owen was twice committed to warde by the 
Duke of Gloucester, because he had been so 
presumptuous as by marriage with the younge 
Queene to intermix his bloudde with the noble 
race of kinges, and in the end was beheaded. 
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A bout that time also dyed Katherine, King 
Henryes mother, who was interred at 
Westminster, in the sepulchre of her pre 
decessors. This woman, after the death of 
her husband, King Henry the Fifth, being but 
yonge in ye res, and thereby of lesse discretion 
to judge what was decent for her estate, 
married one Owen Tyder, a gentleman of 
Wales, adorned with wonderfull giftes of 
body and minde, who derived his pedegree 
from Cadwa llider , the last King of the Br lttons , 
by whom she had three sonnes, Edmonde, 
Jaspar and the thl rde , who was a monke of the 
order of St. Benet, and lived not long after, 
and one daughter who was made a noone. 
Afterwarde Kinge Henry made Edmond earle 
of Richmonde, and Jaspar ear le of Pembroke, 
because they were his brothers on his mother's 
side. 

The Tudur family of Penmynydd 
were descendants of Ednyfed 
Fychan. From their modest plas in 
Anglesey (1) they commanded an 
influential power block in north 
Wales through kindred and other 
connections. They had formed 
part of the Welsh official class in 
the fourteenth century, 
particularly under Richard II, but 
had fallen from favour following 
the usurpation of Henry IV and 
had been prominent in the Glyn 
Dwr rebellion. The family lost 
Penmynydd for a while and Rhys 
Tudur was executed in 1412 but 
his son Owain was taken as a page 
boy by Henry V and adopted an 
English style surname. While 
bathing, according to the 
Chronicles, Owain Tudur caught 
the eye of Henry V's young widow 
Catherine de Valois and was 
married to her and had two 
children by her (2). Henry VI 
promoted his stepbrothers to be 
Earls of Richmond and Pembroke. 
One son, Edmund, married 
Margaret Beaufort who brought 
with her a claim to the English 
throne. His son HenryTudur, born 
posthumously, was brought up 
by his uncle, Jasper Tudur, at 
Pembroke Castle. The family 
fortunes were again affected by 
political instability and 
Lancastrian defeat and they were 
forced to flee to France in 1471. 
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Disgynyddion Ednyfed Fychan 
ydoedd teulu Tudur, Penmynydd. 
O'u plasty ym Mon (1). rheolent 
grwp pwer dylanwadol yng 
ngogledd Cymru drwy 
gysylltiadau teuluol a'u tebyg. 
Ffurfiasent ran o'r dosbarth 
swyddogol Cymreig ers y 
bedwaredd ganrif ar ddeg, yn 
enwedig o dan Rhisiart II, ond 
syrthiasent o ras yn dilyn 
trawsfeddiant Henry IV. Hefyd 
buasent yn flaenllaw yng 
ngwrthryfel Glyn Dwr. Collodd y 
teulu Ben mynydd am gyfnod ac fe 
dienyddwyd Rhys Tudur ym 1412, 
ond cymerwyd ei fab yn was bach 
gan Henry V a rhoddi iddo enw 
Sa es neg. 

Tra'n ymdrochi (yn 61 y Gronigl) 
daliodd Owain Tudur lygad 
gweddw ifanc Henry V, Catherine 
de Valois, a phriododd y ddau a 
chael dau blentyn o'r briodas (2). 
Dyrchafodd Henry VI ei frodyr 
maeth i fod yn leirll Rhismwnt a 
Phenfro. Priododd Edmwnt, un o'r 
ddau tab, a Margaret Beaufort a 
ddaeth ynghyd a hi hawl i orsedd 
Lloegr. Ganed ei fab, Henry 
Tudur, wedi marwolaeth Edmwnt 
ac fe'i magwyd gan ei ewythr, 
Siaspar Tudur, yng nghastell 
Penfro. Eto effeithiwyd ar hynt y 
teulu gan ansicrwydd 
gwleidyddol a chan golled y 
Lancastriaid ac fe'u gorfodwyd i 
gilio i Ffrainc ym 1471. 

Owain Tudur, Penmynydd Owain Tudur of Penmynydd 1 













HERE divers and fundry Abbots, Priors, Abbefles, Prioreiles and other Ecclefiaflical Governors How Leafes 
, and Govemeffes of divers Monafteries, Abbathies, Priories, Nunneries, Colleges, Holpitais, mace of Mmora 

s of Friers and other Religious and Ecclefiallical Houfes and Places withm this our Sovereign Lord oe:cng•r.g to " 
-:l{ing's Realm of ~ngiand an.d. lf7a!es, of t~eir o';Yn free and voluntary Minds,. good. Wills and Af- t;~:t::,"I ~t 

.wirhout Conilraint, Coaction or Cornpulfion or any manner ot Perfon or Perfons, ltrhen the fourth furn! to the 
f Februarv the rwentv-fevenrh Year of the Reign of our !10W mofr dread Sovereign Lord, by the King, ilialJ tab 
der and Courfe of the Common Laws of this his Realm of Enulai:d, and by their fofficient ".Vri- Eifecl:. 

:' of Record, under their Covent and Common Seals, have fevera!ly given, granted and by the fame 3 Buift. r5:a, 
,Writings feverally confirmed all their raid Monaiteries, Abbathies, Priories, Nunneries, Colleges, Lee 15· 

, rals, Houfes of Friers and other Religious and Ecclefiaftical Houfes and Places, and all their Sites, 

.E .. · .... ·.· .... its and Precincts of the fame, and all and fingular their 1\i~:inors,. rLordlhip~, Grang,=J, Meaies, 
, . .. , Tenements, Meadows, Paflures, Rents, Reverfions, Services, \\ oods, Tithes, Penfions, Por- 

. ··;. , · Churches, Chapels, Advowfons, Patronages, Annuities, Rights, Entries, Conditions, Commons, 
~;;:;,. Courts, Liberties~ Privil~ges and Fran~hites, aµp~rtai111ng or ir: any wife belonging ~? ~ny fuch 
t·r~te:r, Abbathy, Priory, Nunnery, College, Hotpital, . Houfe ot Friers and ot!:er Religious and 
'._~, cal Houfes and Places, or to any ot them, by whatloever N arne or Corporation they or any of 

were then named or called, and of what Order, Habit, Religion, er other Kind or Sqality Ioever 
-_. or any of them were then reputed, known or taken; to have and to hold all the laid Monafleries, 
~< . · i1:S, Priories, N unneries, Colleges, Hofpitals, Houfes cf Friers, and ocher Religious and Ecclefi 
:~ Houfes and P]ace_s, Sites, Circuits, Precin[ts, Manors, I:and~, Tei:iements, Meadov.:s, Pafl:ures, 
. ~, Reverfions, Services and ail other the Prernifles, to our Iaid Sovereign Lord, his Heirs and Sue 
"'uf,fi,rs for ever, and the fame their faid Monafleries, Abbathies, Priories, Nunneries, Colleges, Hofpirals, 
~.b of Fr icrs, and,,other Religious and Ecclefiaflical Houfes and Places, Sites, Circuirs, Precincts, 
~t-Mancrs, Lordfhips, G'ringes, '.\Ie~frs, Lands, T'cnernenrs, 0, [eadows , Paflures, Rents, Reverfions, 
\Sttvn:es and other the Prernifies, \ cluntar.iv as is aforefaid, have renounced, left and forfaken, and every 
~t!(ltfrem hath renounced, lei't and fcrfakcn :' 
"''JI lk it therefore enacted bvthe Kirg our Sovereign Lord, and the Lords Spiritual and 'Temporal, and :\.fcnc:'lerie, 2n.i 
~~mrnons, in this preient Pa:krner:t ::fferr,:,ltd, :1r:d by Au:hori':y of the fame, That the Ki:.; .9ur So- ,_hcir_lands, be- 

Lord fhail ha,·e, holJ, pci:~f~ ;ind ePjcy, to him, his Heiro a,1J Succe:fors for ever, all and :mgu!ar rure,•ur,renderci 
lLf (I. • Ahb 1 '. p · · ,, · e " H r: , • H r: t- F · - - d h or ,J11fo.ved : _ l• onaheries, t at:-ues~ ~ nones, 1~unne:-1~s, '-01:egt~s, 01prt:lls, ou1es o. r~e~.;, d:""1 oti_.er ~_:·;vcn to th'e 

_ · ancl Ecdeiiafiical Hc•1ies and Flac.:s, of what Ki:id::, ~a tu res, ~2litie3 or D,H:,h:1es ot Habits, K.'n;:;, 
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An Act for Diffoluticn of Monafleries and Ai.bies. 
C A P. XIII. 
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Leland: Itinerary through Wales. 

Ther was a priori in Cai rdlgan toune, but in 
hit was but a ii religiose menne Blak Monkes. 
It stondlth yet, and is a celle onto Chertesey. 
Llan Lleyr a nunnery of White Nunnes in Catrdt 
ganshtre apon the brook of Aeron. It was a 
celle of Stratflur, and stoode from Stratflere 
x miles in the hy-way to Cairdigan ... " 

"S. Cleres, vii miles from Cairmardine was 
a litle monasteri suppresstd and given to 
Alsoulen-College in Oxford ... 
Ther was a ce lle of the order of monkes of 
S. Dogrnae ls in Ca ldey Is land now suppress id 

The legislation of the Reformation 
applied to Wales equally as to 
England (1). On the whole Wales 
appeared to acquiesce to these 
changes. Few Welsh clergymen 
refused to take the oath under the 
Acts of Supremacy and 
Succession. Wales lost most of 
her monasteries at a stroke. In 
1536 Leland in his journey 
through Wales recorded many 
dissolved monasteries {2). In 1535 
Wales had 47 religious houses 
and 241? monks, nuns and friars - 
the low numbers of the inmates 
suggesting the factthat they were 
in decline (3). There were also 
decadent practices such as the 
sale of indulgences (4,5). These 
religious institutions controlled a 
considerable amount of land, 
buildings and property all of 
which were confiscated. It was the 
local Welsh gentry, already 
building up their estates who 
benefited from the opportunities 
to purchase these lands from the 
Crown. The monasteries 
themselves were partly 
demolished (6), lead and goods 
being sold off, leaving the locals 
to loot the buildings for stone. 
The biggest loss to Wales was 
probably cultural. Not only was 
there a destruction of fine 
architecture, (epitomised by the 
engraving of cattle in the ruins of 
Neath Abbey (7), and also of art, 
sculpture, wood carving, 
silverwork and embroidery, but 
worst of all was the wilful 
destruction of the monastic 
libraries with their priceless books 
and manuscripts. Only a very few 
monastery collections such as the 
Margam collection now in Trinity 
College Cambridge survived. We 
cannot know the extent of the loss 
but for Wales with its long literary 
heritage the loss may well have 
been considerable. 

Perthynai deddfau'r Diwygiad i 
Gymru ac i Loegr tel ei gilydd (1). 
Ar y cyfan ymddangosai fod 
Cymru yn cyd-fynd a'r 
newidiadau hyn. Ychydig o 
offeiriaid Cymreig a wrthododd 
gymryd y llw o dan y deddfau 
Goruchafiaeth ac Olyniaeth. 
Collodd Cymru'r rhan fwyaf o'i 
mynachlogydd ar unwaith yn 
1536 (2). Cofnododd Leland vn ei 
'Taith trwy Gymru' lawer o 
fynachlogydd a ddiddymesid. Yn 
1535 yr oedd 47 o dai crefyddol 
yng Nghymru a 246 o fynaich, 
lleianod a brodyr. Awgryma'r 
rhifau isel hyn fod y tai yn dirywio 
(3). Bu arferion llygredig hefyd 
megis gwerthu maddeuebau 
(4,5). Rheolai'r tai crefyddol hyn 
gryn dipyn o dir, adeiladau ac 
eiddo. Atafaelwyd y rhain i gyd. Yr, 
uchelwyr Cymreig, a hwythau 
eisoes yn adeiladu eu stadau, a 
elwodd o'r cyfle i brynu'r tiroedd 
hyn o'r Goron. Dymchwelwyd y 
mynachlogydd yn rhannol (6) gan 
werthu plwm a nwyddau a gadael 
y bobl leol i ysbeilio'r adeiladau 
am garreg. Y tebyg yw mai mewn 
diwylliant yr oedd y golled fwyaf i 
Gymru. Nid yn unig y dinistriwyd 
pensaern'iaeth gain (megis y 
llungerfiad o wartheg yn adfeilion 
Abaty Castell-nedd (7)} a hefyd 
darluniau, cerfluniau carreg a 
choed, gwaith arian a brodwaith, 
ond, yn waeth na dim hwyrach, 
llyfrgelloedd y mynaich gyda'u 
llyfrau a llawysgrifau 
amhrisiadwy. Ond ychydig iawn o 
gasgliadau a oroesodd, megis 
casgliad Marga m sydd yn awr yng 
Ngholeg y Drindod, Caergrawnt. 
Ni allwn wybod maint y golled, 
ond i Gymru, a'i threftadaeth 
lenyddol hir, gallai fod yn golled 
sylweddol iawn. 

Diddymu'r Mynachlogydd The Diss~lution of the 5 
Monasteries 



(name1.<) <:.( 'bu,\'er(s)') 

(who. b, their Qood offices have earned a riQht to participate in the things 
;fore,aid J to pa;icipation acrnrdingh in tht indulgence ... aforesaid. 

enjoined on all Chrisrs faithful people of either sex devoutly ,isiting the 
said monaster) which is to a large extent in a state of ruin ... or (have) 
extended helping hands to the same monaste~ ... with power to absolve 
them from all offences, excepting only those reserved to the said See (of 
Rome J, as often as occasion shall require ... And also granted them leave 
to eat eggs, butter, cheese and other rnilkv products, and, on the advice of 
a phvsic ian even flesh in Lent ... we make known to all of you ... that 
we, the Abbot and Convent aforesaid have received and accepted our well 
beloved 
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THE 5TR.~TA ~\.~RCELLA. P•DULGE'-.CE (see Illustration paee 11) 
Unive rsis -sancte rnatr is e cclesie filiis ad quo, presentes littere p;rn'enerint 

&c. 
(Rcdu(~·d and tr ar.slcted i: rcu.L:} 
To all the sons of Holv Mother Church to whom this present letter ma)· 
come. We John by the sufferance of God Abbot of the rnonaste rv of the 
Blessed Man of Y;trad Marche ll . . send greeting and sincere love in the 
Lord. . 

\\'hereas our most reverend Father. Lord Thomas i \,\' o lsev ·i, Cardinal of 
York ... and Chancellor . , . ol England, also of our most 'ho!~ Father in 
Christ and Lord Clement, seventh pope of that name, has released ten 
vear s and a; man, months and 140 days of indulgences from the penance, 
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JOH:\' WESLEY 
From an engraving by Bland of a portrait by Nathaniel Hone, R.A. 
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Welsh Methodism, though simiiar 
in tone to' the contemporary 
movements in England and 
America, began independently, 
with the conversion of two young 
Anglicans, Howell Harris (1) in 
Breconshire and Daniel Rowland 
in Cardiganshire in the 
mid-thirties. The intensive 
emotional drive of its 
evangelicalism was all the more 
effective in that it was expressed 
in the Welsh language and 
achieved lyrical poetry in the 
celebrated hymns of William 
Williams, Pantycelyn. The · 
movement was also highly 
organised and while its 
relationships with the Old Dissent 
varied, it remained resolutely 
within the Anglican Church, 
though by the late eighteenth 
century it was virtually a church 
within the Church, often with its 
own meeting-houses and 
preachers. 

The movement in Wales was 
Calvinist. John Wesley the great 
English Methodist leader (2) 
made repeated sorties into Wales 
but made slow headway (3). 
Language problems were at the 
heart of this. When Wesley visited 
north Wales he found himself in a 
foreign land unable to make 
himself understood without the 
aid of interpreters. Howell Harris's 
service as deputy to George 
Whitefield during the latter's 
American missions, confirmed 
the Welsh in their Calvinism and 
relations with the Wesleyans 
were often strained. In the end, 
Harris, a towering personality (4) 
who was also a leading 
agricultural reformer and 
founded a religious colony at 
Trefeca (5) and Wesley agreed to 
channel their efforts separately. 
Not until the influx of 
English-speakers towards the end 
of the century did Wesleyan 
Methodism start to make serious 
headway in Wales. 

Though the Welsh movement 
was plagued by splits and 
secessions, it grew remorselessly 
and in the late eighteenth century 
its increase accelerated, 
particularly in north and west 
Wales. The great leader of the 
new generation was Thomas 
Charles, who gave the Welsh 
Sunday Schools their familiar 
form and established the centre of 
the movement in Bala, Merioneth. 
Under him, the growing strain 
within the Church and the 
persecution of unlicensed 
preachers during the Napoleonic 
War forced the movement in 1811 
to seek the protection of the 
Toleration Act and to license their 
ministers. In 1811 the Calvinistic 
Methodists therefore became 
Nonconformists and while they 
were outnumbered by the other 
sects, formed the largest single 
denomination in Wales. 

Er yn debyg ei naws i .fudiadl!u 
cyfoes vn.Lloeqr a'r Amerig, 
dechreuodd Methodistiaeth yng 
Nghyrrfru yn annibynnol gyda 
diwyg.iad y ddau Angl.ican, Hywel 

. Harris (1), yn Sir Frycheiniog, a 
Danief Rowland, yn Sir Aberteifi, 

·· yng nqhanol y 1730au. Yr oedd 
effaith ernosivnol eu hefengyliaeth 
yn ehangach c lawer am iddi gael 
ei mynegi yn yr iaith Gymraeg a 
thrwy farddoniaeth delynegol 
einynau William Williams, 
Pantycelyn. Mudiad trefnus iawn 
ydoedd ac, er i'w berthnasau a'r 
Hen Anghytuniaeth amrywio, 
arhosodd yn gadarn o fewn yr 
Eglwys Anqlicanaidd hyd 
ddiwedd y ddeunawfed ganrif. Yr 
oedd yn debyg i eglwys o fewn yr 
Eglwys a'I dai cwrdd a'i 
bregethwyr ei hunan yn aml. 

Calfinistaidd oedd y mudiad 
yng Nghymru. Gwnaeth John 
Wesley, yr arweinydd 
Methodistaidd Saesneg mawr (2), 
sawl ymdrech i ddvlanwadu ar 
Gymru, ond ychydig iawn o 
lwyddiant a gafodd (3). Yr oedd 
problemau iaith wrth wraidd hyn. 
Pan ymwelodd Wesley a gogledd 
Cymru cafodd ei hunan rnewn 
gwlad estron lie na chai ei ddeall 
heb gymorth cffieithwyr. Bu 
gwasanaeth Hywel Harris fel 
d!fprwy i George Whitefield yn 
ystod y cenadaethau i'r Amerig yn 
gadarnhad i Galfinistiaeth y 
Cymry ac yr oedd perthnasau a'r 
Wesleiaid yn llai na chysurus ar 
brydiau. O'r diwedd sefydlodd 
Harris, gwr o bersonoliaeth gref 
(4) a oedd hefyd yn ddiwygiwr 
amaethyddol, wladfa grefyddol 
yn Nhrefeca (5), a chytunodd 
Wesley iddynt sianelu eu 
hymdrechion ar wahan. Ni 
ddechreuodd Methodistiaeth 
Wesleiaidd ddylanwadu ar 
Gymru o ddifrif tan ddyfodiad y 
siaradwyr Saesneg tua diwedd y 
ganrif. 

Er y blinid y mudiad yng 
Nghymru gan holltau ac 
ymneilltuadau, fe dyfodd yn 
gyson ac, ar ddiwedd y 
ddeunawfed ganrif, cyflymodd ei 
gynnydd, yn enwedig yng 
ngogledd a gorllewin Cymru. 
Thomas Charles oedd arweinydd 
mawr y genhedlaeth newydd. Ef a 
roddodd eu ffurf adnabyddus i'r 
ysgolion Sul yng Nghymru ac a 
sefydlodd ganolfan y mudiad yn y 
Bala, Meirionnydd. Yn ystod ei 
amser ef, gorfu i'r mudiad, ym 
1811, erfyn nawdd y Ddeddf 
Oddefiad ac i drwyddedu ei 
weinidogion oherwydd y straen 
cynyddol o fewn yr Eglwys ac 
erledigaeth y pregethwyr 
di-drwydded. Ym 1811 felly, aeth 
y Methodistiaid Calfinistaidd yn 
anghydffurfwyr a ffurfiasant yr 
enwad unigol mwyaf yng 
Nghymru. 

Methodistiaeth yng Nghymru Welsh Methodism 



3 Extracts from Wesley's diary 

26 Aug. 1779 

THURSDAY, 26. I preached at five and again at eleven. I think 
this was the happiest time of all. The poor and the rich seemed to 
be equally affected. Oh how are the times changed at Cowhridge 
since the people compassed the house where I was and poured 
in stones from every quarter! But my strength was then according 
to my day and (blessed hy Ciod) so it is still. 

In the evening I preached in the large hall at Mr. Mathews' in 
Llandaf. And will the rich also hear the words or eternal life? 
With Gnd all thi11g.1 arr possible. 

MONDAY, 21. Having been much pressed to preach at J effreston, 
a colliery, six or seven miles from Pembroke, [ began soon after 
seven. The house was presently filled and all the space about the 
doors and windows, and the poor people drank in every word. I had 
finished my sermon when a gentleman, violently pressing in, bade 
the people get home and mind their business, As he used some had 
words my driver spake to him. He fiercely said, 'Do you think 
need to be taught by a chaise-boy?'. The lad replying, 'Really, sir, 
I do think so', the conversation ended. 

In the evening I preached in the market-place at Carmarthen to 
such another congregation as I had there before, and my heart was 
so enlarged towards them that I continued preaching a full hour. 
21 July 1777 

SUNDAY, 20. The congregation at St. Daniel's was more than 
the church could contain. After reading prayers, I preached an 
hour (an uncommon thing with me) on Not everyone that saith 1111t11 

Me 'Lord, Lord'. Many were cut to the heart, and at the Lord's 
Supper many were wounded and many healed. Surely now, at 
least, if they do not harden their .hearts, all these will know the day 
of their visitation. 
20 July 1777 

SUNDAY, 21. At nine, I began the service at St. Daniel's, and 
concluded a little before twelve. It was a good time. The power of 
the Lord was unusually present, both to wound and to heal. Many 
were constrained to cry, while others were filled with speechless 
awe and silent love. 

After dinner, I went over to Haverfordwest, but could not preach 
abroad because of the rain. Both here and at Pembroke I found 
the people in general to be in a cold, dead, languid state. And no 
wonder, since there has been for several months a total neglect of 
discipline. I did all I could to awaken them once more, and left 
them full of good resolutions.' 

21 Aug. 1774 

WtDNESDA Y, 28. I called at Neath on one of ou fi iends, u 
before I could sit down, was informed a congregation wa: waiting 
for me. This I had no thought Pf. However, I gave them a short 
sermon, and hastened on to Coychurch, near Bridgend.' I preached 
as deliberately as possible, as great part of the audience were Welsh, 
and I believe, hy this means, all of them could understand at least 
the substance of the discourse. 
Aug. 1771 

I rode on THURSDAY the 22nd to Dale, a little village at the 
mouth of Milford Haven. It seemed to me that our preachers had 
bestowed here much pains to little purpose. The people, one and 
all, seemed as dead as stones-perfectly quiet and perfectly un 
concerned. I told them just what I thought. It went as a sword to 
their hearts. They felt the truth and wept bitterly. I know not 
where we have found more of the presence of God. Shall we at last 
have fruit here also? 

Wednesday 2 September 1767 
'About twelve I preached to a large and serious congregation 
in the Assembly Room at Cowbridge, and in the evening in 
the court-house at Cardiff where. both this and the 
following evening. we had most of the gentry in the town; 
and. both the mornings, the hearers were more than for 
many years. Who knows but. even in this desolate town. 
God may build up the waste places?' 

Pembroke. Sunday 29 July 1764 
The minister of St. Mary's (Pembroke) sent me word he was 
very willing I should preach in his church. but before the 
service began the mayor sent to forbid it. so he preached a 
very useful sermon himself. The mavor's behaviour so 
disgusted many of the gentry that thev resolved to hear 
where they could. and accordingly flocked together in the 
evening from all parts of the town And perhaps the taking 
up this cross may profit them more than my sermon in the 
church would have done.' 

6 Aug. 1747 

THURSDAY, 6. Between three and four in the afternoon we with 
some difficulty reached Caernarfon. This has the face of a fortified 
town, having walls (such as they are) and a castle as considerable as 
that of Cardiff. Here we parted with our guide and interpreter, 
Mr. Phillips. Mr. Tucker and I set out for Holyhead. We intended 
to cross over into Anglesey at Moel y don ferry, four miles from 
Caernarfon, but not being able to inquire our way (as we spoke no 
Welsh and the country people no English) we could not find where 
the ferry was till we saw the boat coming over. We went into the 
boat about sunset, and lodged that night at a little inn by the water 
side. 

SU DAY, 6. We went to Llangefni church, though we under 
stood little of what we heard. 0 what a heavy curse was the Con 
fusion of Tongues! And how grievous are the effects of it! All the 
birds of the air, all the beasts of the field, understand the language 
of their own species. Man only is a barbarian to man, unintelligible 
to his own brethren I 

In the afternoon I preached at Llanfihangel, about six miles south 
west of Llangefni.2 I have not seen a people so deeply affected since 
we came into Anglesey; their cries and tears continued a long time 
without any intermission. 0 that we could declare to them in their 
own tongue the wonderful works of God! 
In the evening I preached at Glan-v-zors. When I had done Mr. 

Jones repeated in Welsh (as he likewise did in the afternoon) the 
substance of what I had said. The next morning- we returned to 
Holyhead and found there all the packet-boats which we had left. 
I was determined not to stay another day at an inn, so in the 

afternoon I took lodging in a private house not a bow-shot distant 
from the town and removed thither without delay. My congregation 
this evening was larger than ever, and several of the gentry agreed 
to come the next. But it was a little too late, for at midnight the 
wind came fair and before one we sailed out of the harbour. 
6 March 1747 

22 Aug. 1771 



5 Extracts from Wesley's diary 4 

From a letter dated 20 October 1 i48 to Thomas Beddington 
'Tis now about 9 weeks since I begun to go round South & 
North Wales. & this week I came Home from my last journey 
Round North Wales - I have now visited in that time 13 
Counties & travaild mostly I 50 miles every week. & 
Discoursed twice every Day & Sometimes three & four times 
a Day: & this last Journey I have not taken off my Cloaths 
for 7 nights & travaild from one morning to ve next evening 
without any Rest above I 00 miles. Discoursing an 12 or 2 in 
ye morning on ye mountain. being oblig'd to meet at that 
time by Reason of Persecution - 

FR IDA Y, 19. I preached near the market-place, and afterwards 
rode over to Trefeca, Howell Harris' house is one of the most 
elegant places which I have ever seen in Wales.2 The little chapel 
and all things round aborrt it are finished in an uncommon taste, 
and the gardens, orchards, fish-ponds and mount adjoining make 
the place a little paradise. I Ie thanks God for these tlt11,gs ,111d ioob-: 
through them. About six-score persons arc now in the Family-all 
diligent, all constantly employed, all fearing God and working 
righteousness. I preached at ten to a crowded audience, and in the 
evening at Brecon again, but to the poor only, the rich (a very few 
excepted) were otherwise employed. 

Before l talked with him myself I wondered H. Harris did not " 
go out and preach as usual. But he now informed me he preached 
till he could preach no longer, his constitution being entirely 
broken. While he was thus confined he was pressed in spirit to 
build a large house, though he knew not why or for whom. But as 
soon as it was built men, women am! children without his seeking 
came to it from all parts of Wales. And except in the case of the 
Orphan House at Halle, I never heard of so many signal inter 
positions of Divine Providence. 





























3 Dowlais Iron Company Records, Glamorgan Archives Service. 

W. Taill. 

I have settled with Mr. Lewis about the carriage of the Pig iron. You are 
in future to send the whole down by the canal ... You must not send any 
more by horses over the Hills. Forward as much as possible by boats 
I remain your very humble servant 

Cardiff 22 January 1 793 

Park mules, M erthyr lo Cardif], 1 794 2 

LXXXII. CAP. 
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Georgii II I. Regis. 

TRICESIMO ANNO 

The start of construction work on 
the Duke of Bridgewater's canal in 
1759 inspired a host of similar 
schemes and eventually a 
network of artificial waterways 
spread over the country. This 
canal mania affected the 
industrialising areas of Wales 
looking for a cheaper and more 
efficient means of transporting 
bulk goods. The first north Wales 
canal was dug in 1768 to carry 
Hawarden coals to the Dee. In the 
1790s in the north of Wales there 
were ambitious schemes to link 
the Dee, Mersey and Severn when 
the Ellesmere canal company was 
formed. The final system was less 
ambitious than that originally 
planned but the Ellesmere project 
together with another canal 
project in Montgomeryshire 
offered the industrialised districts 
of north east Wales a more 
efficient transport system and 
provided direct communication 
between the woollen and farming 
districts of Montgomeryshire, the 
coal and iron of Denbighshire and 
Flintshire and the industrial 
districts in the north west of 
England at far cheaper rates than 
those charged for road transport. 
The 1790s too saw a mania of 
canal building in Glamorgan and 
Gwent (1). With the completion of 
the Merthyr Cardiff canal, the 
Dowlais Company switched from 
the use of pack horses (2) to boats 
for the carriage of its pig iron (3), 

Ysbrydolodd cychwyniad y 
gwaith adeiladu ar gamlas Dug 
Bridgewater yn 1759 lu o 
gynlluniau tebyg ac, o'r diwedd, 
rwydwaith o ddyfrffyrdd gwneud 
ar draws y wlad. Effeithiodd yr 
hoffter mawr hwn o gamlesi ar yr 
ardaloedd yng Nghymru a 
ddatblygai'n ddiwydiannol ar y 
pryd ac a fynnai ddull rhatach a 
mwy effeithiol o gludo swmp 
nwyddau. Gwnaed camlas gyntaf 
gogledd Cymru yn 1768 i gludo 
glo Hawarden i Aton Ddyfrdwy. 
Yn y 1790au yng ngogledd Cymru 
yr oedd cynlluniau uchelgeisiol i 
gysylltu'r Ddyfrdwy, y Fersi a'r 
Hafren pan ffurfiwyd cwmni 
camlas Ellesmere. Yr oedd y 
cynllun terfynol yn llai 
uchelgeisiol na'r gwreiddiol, ond 
cynigiodd cynllun Ellesmere 
ynghyd a phrosiect camlas arall 
yn Sir Drefaldwyn system 
gludiant fwy effeithiol a 
darparodd gyfathreb 
uniongyrchol rhwng ardaloedd 
gwlan ac ardaloedd ffermio Sir 
Drefaldwyn a, hefyd, rhwng 
ardaloedd glo a haearn Sir 
Ddinbych a Sir y Fflint ac 
ardaloedd diwydiannol 
gogledd-orllewin Lloegr ar 
raddfeydd rhatach o lawer na 
phrisiau cludo ar yr heol. 
Gwelodd y 1790au orhoffedd o 
adeiladu camlesi ym Morgannwg 
a Gwent (1). Gyda chwblhad y 
gamlas o Ferthyr i Gaerdydd, 
newidiodd cwmni Dowlais o 
ddefnyddio ceffylau (2) i 
ddefnyddio badau i gludo'i 
haearn bwrw (3). 

t'\.11 Aa for making and maintaining a Navigable 
Canal from Merthyr 7idvile, to and th.rough a 
Place called Tbe Banh, near the Town of Car ... 
dijf, in the County ofGian:organ. 
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"RIOTS AT MERTHYR - We regrettolearnthataserious riot broke out 
at Merthyr Tydfil, yesterday. A letter we have just seen, says - 'After 
the riot Act had been read last night, the populace gutted two or three 
houses - broke all the windows at Mr. Coffin's house, which they entered, 
and burnt his furniture in the Street. The magistrates sent expresses to 
the Lord Lieutenant of the County, to the Commanding Officer of the 
troops stationed at Brecon, a~d to the Staff of the Glamorgan Militia at 
Cardiff.' The riotous proceedmgs we are informed have been confined to 
the attacks on Mr. Coffin's house and the houses of the Officers of the Court 
of Requests from which it is conjectured that the unlawful tumults 
originated from the unpopular character of that Court." 

The Cambrian, (Mehefin 4, 1831) 

The Cambrian, 
(Dydd Sadwrn, Ebrill 11, 1835) 3 

"SCOTCH CATTLE - John James (otherwise Shani Coal Tar), aged 33, 
John Griffiths, aged 19, William Jenkins, aged 31, and Thomas Jarman, 
aged 35, were indicted for a burglary in the house of Thomas Rees, in the 
parish of Bedwellty, on the night of the 5th of January last. Thomas Rees, 
the prosecutor, stated that he lived at the Rock, in the parish of Bedwell Ly; 
that on the night of the 5th of January he went to bed about eleven o'clock 
- In about an hour and a half, he was alarmed by his servant girl, Sarah 
Jenkins; he got up and went towards the head of the stairs, where he saw 
two men ascending, the foremost of whom carried a blazing curtain upon 
the end of a pole ... Directly after witness had retreated into the servant's 
room, the door was burst open by a man with a pole, and with which he 
commenced beating witness till he cried out, "O God! Let me have my 
life;" ... After the men were gone away, witness went to the landing-place, 
and at length succeeded in extinguishing the fire, which had been fed with 
gowns, curtains, coats and other clothes; - he afterwards went down 
stairs, and discovered that the windows had been smashed in, the outer 
gate and the door burst open, three chairs, a bureau, a chest of drawers, 
earthenware and other things, broken to pieces, and in several places were 
marks as if the violence had been done with a sledge. He had had an iron 
chest, which stood upon the landing-place upstairs; this he found in the 
middle of the room down stairs, with the top demolished. It had con 
tained on the night before 136 sovereigns, bills on different banks to the 
amount of about £65, and £24 in silver, all of which were taken away ... " 

"How many times we gave notice to you about going in to work before 
you settle all together to go on better terms than were before and better 
than what you ask at present? 
"Notice to you David Thomas John, and David Davis, and Andrew Cross, 
that the Bull and his friends are all alive, and the vale of Llamarch is wide, 
and woe shall be to you, since death you shall doubtless have all at once, 
you may depend upon this. It may be that the night you do not expect, we 
shall come again. We are not afraid were you to go all at once to work". 
2 

1 

"Drwg gennym glywed fod y dyhirod creulawn uyn wedi ail ddechreu ar 
eu gweithredoedd anfad yn nghymdogaeth Pontypwl, swydd Fynwy. 
Ymddengys fod yn anghenreidiol, trwy effaith y Ddeddf newydd i gyfathu 
pwysau a mesurau yn yr holl deyrnas, gwneyd huriau (wages) gweithwyr yn 
gyfartal a'r amgylchiadau newyddion, ac yn ganlynol i leihad gymmeryd 
lie, trwy ostwng yr hur mewn enw, ond nid mewn gwirionedd, ond 
gwrthodai llawer o'r gweithwyr gydsynio; a'r rhai oeddynt ewyllysgar i 
aros gyda'u gwaith, a rwystrwyd gan eu cydweithwyr terfysglyd, y rhai a'u 
bygythient a dialedd os na fyddai iddynt sefyll allan fel hwythau. Yr 
ynadon cymmydogaethol a gyrnrneradwyasant fesurau yn ddioed i gadw 
yr heddwch, ac a wnaethant bob ymdrech i roddi diogelwch i'r rhai 
ufydd, trwy sefydlu corff cryf o hedd-geidwaid; ond er eu holl ofal gwyliad 
wrus, ymgynnullai y terfysgwyr yn y nos, a gwnelent lawer o niwed 
ac aflonyddwch. Ar nos Fercher, y 4ydd o Fawrth diwethaf, torasant i 
mewn i dy dyn o'r enw Appleton, yn Garndiffaith, ac i dy arall hefyd yn yr 
un gymmydogaeth, a dystrywiasant yr holl ddodrefn. Y mae y ddau a 
gafwyd yn euog o droseddau cyffelyb, yn Mynwy, wedi eu halltudio dros 
fywyd." . 

Seren Gomer, Mehefin, 1835. 

"On Friday the 10th inst. after a very laborious investigation before 
Evan Thomas, Esq. Chairman of the Quarter Sessions, J. B. Bruce, and 
Walter Coffin, Esqrs. and the Rev. George Thomas, Magistrates acting 
for the Hundred of Caerphilly, ten prisoners (many of them principal 
Ringleaders, all deeply implicated, in the late disgraceful Riots) were sent 
in coaches to the County Goal at Cardiff, escorted by parties of foot 
soldiers and the 3rd Dragoon Guards. Among the ringleaders were 
Lewis Lewis (the Huntsman) David Jones alias Dai Solomon, Richard 
Lewis alias Dick Penderrin, William Thomas Williams, flag-bearer, 
Phelps (a pensioner!) David Richards ... " 

"Merthyr June 15, 1831 - we are happy to say, that the greater part 
of the Ringleaders in the Merthyr Riots have, through the unabated 
exertions of the Civil Authorities been secured. Since our last accounts, 
David Hugh and David Richard, have been committed, and on the 15th 
David Thomas, known at Merthyr as Dai Llaw-harn (David with the Iron 
Hand) was apprehended at Swansea; he is charged with being the most 
conspicuous in the demolition of Mr. Coffin's property. John the Racer 
and Richard Evans, Hirwaun puddlers, have also been committed." 

The Cambrian, (Mehefin 18, 1831) 

The way-faring traveller passes the scene of outrages often bordering on 
murder, in silence and fear; no sound escapes his pale lips, no gesture 
indicates the tragedy of which he is a witness; for all that he sees is a living 
proof, that from Dowlais to Abergavenny, TO HIM THERE IS NO IAW. 

5 The Cambrian June 1831. 

With the influx of Welsh workers 
from rural areas to the industrial 

·districts some elements of 
popular culture were imported 
too. The trappings of the Scotch 
Cattle societies - the secret 
societies - were part of this rural 
culture in a new environment. 
Behind the Scotch Cattle lay the 
traditions of the 'ceffyl pren' 
(wooden horse of village rituals). 
These rural traditions provided 
the soil out of which both the 
Scotch Cattle and the Rebecca 
movement grew. The Cattle were 
an underground movement 
which worked in total Luddite 
secrecy. Offenders against the 
community morality were the 
objects of attack, and blacklegs, 
expoiting shopkeepers etc. would 
be visited by the Herd (usually 
from another valley) under its 
horned Bull the 'Tarw Scotch' (1). 
The avengers wore animal hides, 
turned coats or women's clothing 
as a disguise and staged a ritual at 
the offender's door. There were 
threats (2). warning notes, 
trumpet calls in the distance, 
night assemblies, parades - and 
organised violence sometimes 
the breaking of a window sash, 
sometimes a beating up (3). 
Group loyalty made court 
proceedings a mockery. Further 
serious rioting occurred at 
Merthyr in 1831 (4,5). The ring 
leaders including Richard Lewis 
(Die Penderyn) and Lewis Lewis 
(the Huntsman) were treated with 
the full severity of the law (6-8). 
They were made scapegoats (9), 
though their names were later 
enshrined among the coalfield's 
martyrs. 

Scotch Cattle propaganda 
continued during further strikes 
and disturbances of 1832 (10). 

Gyda mewnfudiad gweithwyr o 
ardaloedd gwledig Cymru i'r 
mannau diwydiannol, 
mewnforiwyd hefyd rai elfennau 
o'r diwylliant poblogaidd. 

Yr oedd allanolion y 'Scotch 
Cattle', set y cymdeithasau 
cyfrinachol, yn rhan o'r diwylliant 
gwledig trawsblanedig hwn. Y tu 
61 i'r 'Scotch Cattle' gorweddai 
traddodiadau'r ceffyl pren o 
ddefodau'r pentref. Darparodd y 
defodau hyn y pridd i dyfu 
mudiadau'r 'Scotch Cattle' a 
'Rebecca'. Mudiad tanddaearol 
ydoedd y 'Cattle' a weithiai yn 
hollol gyfrinachol fel y 
gymdeithas 'Luddite'. Ymosodid 
ar droseddwyr yn erbyn 
moesoldeb y gymuned, ar dorwyr 
streic, ar siopwyr barus ac yn y 
blaen. Ymwelai'r 'Gyrr' a hwy (fel 
arfero gwm arall) o dan arweiniad 
y 'Tarw Scotch' corniog (1). 
Gwisgai'r dialwyr grwyn 
anifeiliaid neu ddillad yn rhith 
menyw a llwyfanai ddefod ar 
ddrws troseddwr. Yr oedd 
bygythiadau (2), nodiadau 
rhybuddiol, seiniau trwmped yn y 
pellter, ymgynulliadau yn y nos, 
gorymdeithiau a thrais wedi'i 
drefnu: malu ffenestr yma a 
chosfa acw (3). Gwnaeth 
teyrngarwch i'r grwp nonsens o 
drafodion y llys. 

Digwyddodd terfysgoedd 
difrifol eraill ym Merthyr yn 1831 
(4,5). Triniwyd yr arweinwyr, yn 
eu mysg Rhisiart Lewis - 'Die 
Penderyn' - a Lewis Lewis 'yr 
heliwr' yn eithriadol o lym gan y 
gyfraith (6-8). Gwnaed cocyn hitio 
o'r ddau (9) er iddynt gael eu cofio 
ymhlith merthyron y maes glo yn 
ddiweddarach. 

Parhaodd propaganda 'Scotch 
Cattle' yn ystod streiciau a 
helbulon pellach yn 1832 (10). 
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Letter written in red ink (blood) put out during strike 
of 1832. 

X Hoar Frost Castle April 19th 1832. 

We hereby warn you the second and last time 
We are determined to draw the hearts out of all the 
men. Above named, and fix two of the hearts upon the 
horns of the Bull; so that everyone may see what is 
the fate of every traitor - and we know them all. 
qo we testify with our blood. 

To all Colliers Traitors, Turncoats and others. 

9 

" ... But the generality of the prisoners express their penitence and in 
no way deny their guilty conduct, and attach all the blame for the lamen 
table bloodshed to their own attack upon the soldiers ... and the convic 
tion of all parties of the workmen is that the Joss of life and blood is alone 
to be attributed to the rash conduct of the desperate villains who excited 
and led on the mob to the excess of Friday last ... " 

The Cambrian, (Mehefin 11, 1831) 

8 

"On Saturday last the awful sentence of the law was carried into effect, 
at Cardiff, on Richard Lewis alias Dick Penderrin ... 

On arriving in the court yard, the executioner put a cap on Richard 
Lewis's head and pinioned his arms, as usual; the prisoner being all the 
while engaged in fervent ejaculations, accompanied by uniform protesta 
tions of his innocence. He ascended the platform with a firm step ... 
declaring, as he walked up the ladder, "I am going to suffer unjustly. God, 
who knows all things, mows it is so." 

Lewis Lewis: "Richard is innocent! for I know him not to have been 
there. I was by the soldier. If I had been sharing the same fate, I would 
have disclosed it on the scaffold." " 

7 
The Cambrian, (Gorffennaf 13, 1831) 

by the neck until you are dead, and God Almighty have mercy upon your 
souls, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

"David Hughes, Thomas Vaughan, and David Thomas - I cannot hold 
out to you any hope beyond that of your lives being saved, but you must 
expect to be removed to another country for the remainder of your lives. 
Let sentence of death be recorded." "John Phelps - I can hold out no 
other hope but that your life may be spared; you must expect to be re 
moved to another country, not during the whole of your life, but for 
fourteen years." "John Morgan ... and what I propose, therefore, to 
recommend to his Majesty is, that your life should be spared, upon the 
condition of being imprisoned and kept to hard labour for the space 
of twelve calendar months." 

"Lewis Lewis and-Richard Lewis, you have severally been convicted of 
offences for which your lives are forfeited to the laws of your country, and 
it now becomes my painful duty to pronounce that sentence ... 

It now only remains for me to pass upon you the awful sentence of 
the law, which is, that you, Lewis Lewis, and you, Richard Lewis, for the 
crimes which you have respectively been convicted of, be severally hung 

The Cambrian, (Awst 20, 1831) 
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