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“...everything that has

happened in the past is still

influencing us about what we

feel about the present, and

indeed what we feel about the

future.” "Butthepastissomething we
construct from the present.
You called me a magpie. Every
historian is a magpie
Including yourself, and the
facts you choose invariably
seem to me to turn welish
history into something cosy,
smug, and invariably support
whatever status quo exists.”

“lcalledyoua Marxist magpie.

The Marxist picks out certain

facts in history to create a

pattern for the pre-destined

future.” “Thatis rubbish. what the
Marxistdoesis see historyasa
process advancing through:
contradiction and you route
vourselfinwhole peoples, not
in tiny elites.”

MAGMA Beaumars
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Qes yr Uchelwyr

Owain Tudur, Penmynydd

The Age of the Gentry

Owain Tudur of Penmynydd

Disgynyddion Ednyfed Fychan
ydoedd teulu Tudur, Penmynydd.
Q'u plasty ym Mén (1), rheolent
grwp pwer dylanwadol yng
ngogledd Cymru drwy
gysylltiadau teuluol a’u tebyg.
Ffurfiasent ran o'r dosbarth
swyddogol Cymreig ers y

‘| bedwaredd ganrif ar ddeg, yn
enwedig o dan Rhisiart Il, ond
syrthiasent o ras yn dilyn
trawsfeddiant Henry V. Hefyd
buasent yn flaenllaw yng
ngwrthryfel Glyn Dwr. Collodd y
teulu Benmynydd am gyfnod ac fe
dienyddwyd Rhys Tudurym 1412,
ond cymerwyd ei fab yn was bach
gan Henry V a rhoddi iddo enw
Saesneg.

Tra'nymdrochi (yn 8l y Gronigl)
daliodd Owain Tudur lygad
gweddw ifanc Henry V, Catherine
de Valois, a phriododd y ddau a
chael dau blentyn o'r briodas (2).
Dyrchafodd Henry VI ei frodyr
maeth i fod yn leirll Rhismwnt a
Phenfro. Priododd Edmwnt, uno’r
ddau fab, & Margaret Beaufort a
ddaeth ynghyd 4 hi hawl i orsedd
Lloegr. Ganed ei fab, Henry
Tudur, wedi marwolaeth Edmwnt
ac fe’'i magwyd gan ei ewythr,
Siaspar Tudur, yng nghastell
Penfro. Eto effeithiwyd ar hynt y
teulu gan ansicrwydd
gwleidyddol a chan golled y
Lancastriaid ac fe'u gorfodwyd i
gilio i Ffrainc ym 1471,

The Tudur family of Penmynydd
were descendants of Ednyfed
Fychan. From their modest plas in
Anglesey (1) they commanded an
influential power block in north
Wales through kindred and other
connections. They had formed
part of the Welsh official class in
the fourteenth century,
particularly under Richard Il, but
had fallen from favour following
the usurpation of Henry IV and
had been prominent in the Glyn
Dwr rebellion. The family lost
Penmynydd for a while and Rhys
Tudur was executed in 1412 but
his son Owain was taken as a page
boy by Henry V and adopted an
English style surname. While
bathing, according to the
Chronicles, Owain Tudur caught
the eye of Henry V's young widow
Catherine de Valois and was
married to her and had two
children by her (2). Henry VI
promoted his stepbrothers to be
Earls of Richmond and Pembroke.
One son, Edmund, married
Margaret Beaufort who brought
with her a claim to the English
throne. His son Henry Tudur, born
posthumously, was brought up
by his uncle, Jasper Tudur, at
Pembroke Castle. The family
fortunes were again affected by
political instability and
Lancastrian defeat and they were
forced to flee to France in 1471.

About that time also dyed Katherine, King
Henryes mother, who was interred at
Westminster, in the sepulchre of her pre-
decessors. This woman, after the death of
her husband, King Henry the Fifth, being but
yonge in yeres, and thereby of lesse discretion
to judge what was decent for her estate,
married one Owen Tyder, a gentleman of
Wales, adorned with wonderfull giftes of

body and minde, who derived his pedegree
from Cadwallider, the last King of the Brittons,
by whom she had three sonnes, Edmonde,
Jaspar and the thirde, who was a monke of the
order of St. Benet, and lived not long after,
and one daughter who was made a noone.
Afterwarde Kinge Henry made Edmond earle

of Richmonde, and Jaspar earle of Pembroke,
because they were his brothers on his mother’'s
side.

After the death of Queene Katherine, the saide
Owen was twice committed to warde by the
Duke of Gloucester, because he had been so
presumptuous as by marriage with the younge
Queene to intermix his bloudde with the noble
race of kinges, and in the end was beheaded.

2




Oes yr Uchelwyr

Henry Tudur yn cymryd coron

Lloegr

The Age of the Gentry

Henry Tudur takes the crown of
England

O'i bencadlys yn Ffrainc ym 1485 ~|~From his base in France in 1485

(1), glaniodd Henry Tudur gyda
byddin fechan yn
Aberdaugleddau. Dynodwyd
ymgyrch Henry gan ymarferion
propaganda mawr i ennyn
cefnogaeth yng Nghymru ac yn
Lloegr. Gyda chymorth Dafydd
Llwyd o Fachynlleth tynnwyd ar
ddaroganau Myrddin a’r hen
chwedlau Arthuraidd. Cododd yr
uchelwyr Cymreig, wedi‘u
symbylu gan flynyddoedd o
ddeddfu hiliol, gwrth-Gymreig,
ac, o dan arweiniad Rhys ap
Thomas o Ddinefwr, heidiasant
i'w gefnogi yn ystod ei orymdaith
drwy Gymru (2). Yn dilyn brwydr
dyngedfennol Bosworth (3) fe'i
gosodwyd ar orsedd Lloegr ym
1485 fel Henry VII,

Cadwodd Henry VIl Wyl Dewi.
Llanwodd swyddi bychain ei lys &
Chymry, ond, yn bwysicach fyth,
enillodd reolaeth dros y gororau a
arosasai, hyd yn hyn, yn hynod o
annibynnol o reolaeth y Goron.
Parhaodd peiriant propaganda’r
Tuduriaid drwy gydol ei
deyrnasiad (4). Ail-sgrifennodd y
Tuduriaid hanes a chreu eu
chwedloniaeth eu hunain megis
pardduo Rhisiart Il a phortreadu
Henry Tudur fel ail Arthur:
gwaredwr yn dychwelyd yn 6l
darogan Arthur. Adferodd ei
esgyniad eu hurddas a’u hawliau
sifil i'r Cymry. Fel yr adroddodd y
cennad o Fenis, ‘Gellir dweud bod
y Cymry wedi adfer eu
hannibyniaeth am fod Henry VII,
ddoeth a ffortunus, yn Gymro'.

“| Henry Tudur (1)-landed with a

small force at Milford Haven.
Henry's campaign was
distinguished by a massive
propaganda exercise to rally
support in Wales and England.
With the assistance of the poet
Dafydd Llwyd of Machynlleth he
drew on the prophecies of Merlin
and the old Arthurian legends.
The Welsh gentry, spurred by
years of racist anti-Welsh
legisiation which had effectively
stripped the Welsh of their civil
rights, rose in support led by the
great magnate Rhys ap Thomas of
Dynefor and flocked to him during
his march through Wales (2).
Following the decisive battle of
Bosworth (3) he was enthroned as
Henry VIl in 1485,

Henry VIl observed St David’s
Day. He packed his court’s minor
offices with Welshmen. More
important still he gained control
of the marcher lordships which
had until now remained
surprisingly independent of
Crown control. Most important of
all his reign restored stability. The
Tudor propaganda machine
continued in operation
throughout his reign (4). The
Tudors rewrote history and
created their own myths such as
the vilification of Richard Il or the
portrayal of Henry Tudor as a
second Arthur, a saviour figure
returning in accordance with
Merlin’s prophecy. His accession
restored to the Welsh their civil
rights and their dignity. As the
Venetian Ambassador reported
‘The Welsh may now be said to
have recovered their
independence for the most wise
and fortunate Henry VIl is a
Welshman'.

Henry, thinkinge yt nedefull to make haste,
that his frinds showld not be any longer kept in
perplexytie betwene hope and drede, uncertain
what to do, after he had made his prayers to
God that he might have an happy and prosperous
journey, he lowsed from the mouth of Seyne
with two thousand onely of armyd men and a
few shippes, the calends of August, and with
a soft suthern wynde. The weather being very
fayre he came unto Wales the 7th day after, a
lyttle before soone set, wher, entring thaven
caulyd Milford, and furthwith going a land, he
took first a place the name wherof ys Dalley,
wher he herd that certane companyes of his
adversaryes had had ther stations the wynter
by past to have kept him from landing. From
thence departing in the breake of day he went
to Haverforde, which ys a toune not x myles
from Dalley, wher he was receaved with great
good will of all men, and the same he dyd with
suche celerytie as that he was present and
spoken of all at once. Heare he understandeth
that Rychard Thomas and John Savage, with
all ther force and frindes, dyd help King
Richerd to thuttermost of ther power, clene
contrary to that he was certyfyed of in
Normandy. Bu thinhabytants of Pembrough
at the same time comfortyd all ther dysmayyd
myndes, for they gave intelligence, by Arnold
Butler, a valyant man, demanding forgeave-

ness of ther former offences, that they wer ready

ready to serve Jaspar ther erle. Henry, his
army thus augmentyd, departed from Hareford,
and goeth forward v myles toward cardygan.
The next day after King Richard ... drew his
whole hoste out of ther tentes, and arraieth
his vanward stretching yt furth of a woonder-
full lenght, so full replenyshyd both with foote
men and horsemen that to the beholders afar
of yt gave a terror for the multitude, and in th
front wer placed his archers whose leder was
John duke of Norfolk. After this vanward
folowyd the King himself with a choyce force
of soldiers. In the meane time Henry well
early in the morning commandyd the soldiers"
to arm themselves, sending withall to Thomas

Stanley, who was now approchyd the place of

fight, that he wold com to with his forces to
sett the soldiers to array. He aunsweryd that
the earle showld set his oune folkes in order,
whyle that he should coome to him with his
army well apoyntyd, with which aunswer
thowghe Henry wer no lyttle vexyd, yeat with-
owt lingering he of necessytie orderyd his men
in this sort. He made a sclender vanward for
the smaule number of his people; before the
same he placyd archers, of whom he made
captane John Erle of Oxford; in the right wing
of the vanward he placyd Gilbert Talbot; in




the left he sat John Savage; and himself, trust-
ing to the ayde of Thomas Stanley, with one
troup of horsemen and a fewe footemen dyd
folow; for the number of all his soldiers was
scarce v. m. besydes the Stanleyans wherof
about 3 m. wer at the battaill under the con-
duct of William. The King's forces were

twyse so many and more. Thus both the van-
wardes being arrayed as soone as the soldiers

might one se an other afur of, they put on ther
head peces and preparyd to the fyght, expect-
yng the alarme with intentyve care. Ther was
a marishe betwixt both hostes, which Henry

of purpose left on the right hand, that yt might
serve his men instede of a fortresse, by the
doing therof also he left the soon upon his bak,
but when the King saw thenemyes passyd the
marishe, he commandyd his soildiers to geave
charge uppon them. They making suddanely
great showtes assaultyd thennemy first with
arrowes, who wer nothing faynt unto the fyght
but began also to shoote fearcely; but whan
they cam to hand strokes the matter than was
delt with blades. In the meane tyme therle of
Oxfoord, fearing lest hys men in fyghting might
be envyronyd of the multitude, commandyd in
every rang that no soldiers should go above
tenfoote from the standerds; which charge
being knowen whan all men had ...

The whyle the soldyers refreshyd themselves
hear a rumor was suddaynly spred through

the whole camp, thautor wherof was uncertane,
that Gwalter Herbert and those who wer in
camp at the toune of Carmardyne wer at hand
with an huge army. Wheruppon a stirre rose
streightway, every man mayd ready his
armor, assayd his weapon and began to
advance the same, and all men wer in feare
therwith a lyttle whyle, whan as thorsemen
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sent owt before hand to scurrey by erle

Henry brought home woord that all thynges

(as they wer in dede) wer quiet, and that ther
was no hinderance to ther voyage immynent;
but one Gryfyne, a man of highe parentage,
did above the rest make them mery, who,
though before he had joinghyd with Gwalter
Herbert and Rycherd, yeat almost at the very
same instant revoltyd with his company of
soldiers, few though they wer, to erle Henry.
The very same day John Morgan came to the
sayd Henry. Thus Henry went forward eith-
out stay almost in any place, and that he might
have more ready passage he set uppon dyvers
fortresses furnyshyd with garryson of his
adversaryes, and the same wan without any
difficultie; and whan as after these thinges he
understoode by the scowtts that Herbert and
Rhys wer before him in armes, he resolvyd
to go agaynst them, and whan he had ether put
them to flight or receavyd them into his
obedience to make haste against King Richerd.
But that he might advertise his frindes of his
proceedinges, he sent unto Margaret his
mother, to the Stanleys, to the lord Talbot,
and others, cerfane of his most faythfull
servants with secrete messages, theffect
wherof was that he, trusting to the ayde of
his frynds, had determynyd to passe over
Severn, and through Shropshire to go to

2 Holinshed.
Ag ef ni bu neb gyfuwch
Dan y nef nid & dyn uwch.
('"No one reached as high as he;
under heaven no man will go higher').
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HENRY OF RICHMOND’S MARCH TO BOSWORTH, 1485.




Oes yr Uchelwyr

Y Ddeddf Uno

Adferodd y gyfres o ddeddfau, a
adnabyddir fel 'y Ddeddf Uno’ (1)
ac a basiwyd rhwng 1536 a 1543,
hawliau sifil i'r Cymry a gwnaeth
Gymru’n rhan annatod o'r
frenhiniaeth. Ailddiffiniwyd
ffiniau Cymru. Dileuwyd y
Gororau a’r Dywysogaeth oddi ar
y map a rhannwyd Cymru yn dair
sir ar ddeg. Gadawodd ffiniau
newydd Cymru leiafrifoedd
ethnig ar y ddwy ochr. Llyncwyd
Erging gan Swydd Henffordd, ond
arhosodd yn Gymraeg ei iaith am
300 mlynedd. Daeth Sir Fynwy yn
eithriad, wedi’i chau allan o gylch
y Sesiwn Fawr yng Nghymru.

Sefydlodd y Ddeddf fframwaith
o lywodraeth leol a fyddai’'n
parhau am ganrifoedd lawer (2,3).
Gosodwyd swydd allweddol yr
Ustus Heddwch yn blwmp yn
nwylo’r uchelwyr Cymreig a
ddaeth yn rheolwyr lleol,
‘Ymherodron y Fro’. Rhoddwyd
cynrychiolaeth seneddol i Gymru,
un aelod seneddol i'r sir acun i'r
grwpiau o fwrdeistrefi, er y ceid
eithriadau: nid oedd gan
Feirionnydd aelodau dros y
bwrdeistrefi; yr oedd gan
Hwilffordd ei aelod ei hunan; tra
yn Sir Fynwy mabwysiadwyd y
gyfundrefn Seisnig. Sefydlwyd
cyfundrefn o weinyddiaeth uwch
yn Llys y Sesiwn Fawr a hefyd
Gyngor dros Gymru a
gyfarfyddai’'n aml yn Liwydlo.
Daeth Saesneg yn iaith
swyddogol gweinyddiaeth. Bu
crynymfudo o Gymrui'r ganolfan
grym, yn Llundain (4).

The Age of the Gentry

The Acts of Union

| The series of laws known as the
Acts of Union (1) passed between
1536 and 1543 restored civil rights
to the Welsh and made Wales an
integral part of the kingdom. The
borders of Wales were redefined.
The March and Principality were
wiped off the map and Wales
became thirteen counties. The
new frontiers of Wales left ethnic
minorities on both sides — Ergyng
was absorbed by Herefordshire
but remained Welsh speaking for
300 years. Monmouth became
something of an anomaly
excluded from the circuit of the
Welsh Great Sessions. The Act set
up a framework of local
government which was to last for
many centuries (2,3); the key
office of Justice of the Peace was
placed firmly in the hands of the
Welsh gentry who became rulers
of the locality (Emperors of the
Bro). Wales was given
parliamentary representation,
one MP forthe County and one for
the groups of boroughs, though
there were exceptions: Merioneth
had no borough MPs;
Haverfordwest had its own MP;
while in Monmouthshire the
English system was adopted. A
system of higher administration
was set up in the Court of Great
Sessions and a Council for Wales
frequently meeting in Ludlow.
English became the official
language of administration. There
was considerable migration by
the Welsh to the centre of power
in London (4).

SINcE the Welsh were admitted to the Imperial Crown
of England, they have to their just praise performed
all the parts of dutiful lovalty and allegiance most
faithfully thereunto ; plentitully yielding martial

captains, judicious civilians, skilful common lawyers,
learned divines, complete courtiers and adventurous

soldiers.

William Camden, 1586.  (Translated from lus Latin 3 Judicial seal for Denbigh 1545

4 History of Britain, 1610).
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