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‘...everything that has

happened in the past is still

influencing us about what we

feel about the present, and

indeed what we feel about the

future.” "Butthepastissomething we
truct from the present.
’,,,J "iﬁﬁ a magpie. Every

rian is a magpie

ing Vy’@& irself, and the

you choose invariably

to me to turn welsh

history into something cosy,

smug, and invariably support

whatever status cuo exists.”

“Icalledyou a Marxist magpie.

The Marxist picks out certain

facts in history to create a

pattern for the pre-destined .

future.” T““f‘ is rubbish. what the
Marxistdoesis see history as a
@T@@@Sa advancing through.
contradiction and you route
vourselfinwholepeoples, not
in tiny elites.”
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Oes y Werin

Dyfodiad Diwydiant i Gymru

The Age of the People

The Industrialisation of Wales

Yn y 1840au yr oedd cymoedd y
Rhondda bron iawn heb eu
cyffwrdd gan ddiwydiant.

Y ffermydd oedd nodwedd
amlycaf Cwm Rhondda (1) ac fe
ddarluniwyd ei brydferthwch
naturiol a’i lonyddwch mewn
lluniau cyfoes megis y llingerfiad
hwn o Ferw'r Rhondda ym 1805
(2) a disgrifiadau teithwyr (3).
Gellir gweld cyflymdra gwylit
datblygiad y diwydiant glo erbyn
1913 yn yr ychwanegiadau at y
map o loféydd y Rhondda (4).
Cynrychiolir y gwrthgyferbyniad
trawiadol mewn ymddangosiad y
cymoedd yn y llun hwn o Lofa
Morgannwg ym 1900 (5) ac yn
nisgrifiad teithiwr diweddarach
(6).

Yn wahanol i ddatblygiad
cynharach y diwydiant haearn,
Cymry ar y cyfan oedd
entrepreneurs y diwydiant glo
megis David Davies, Llandinam
(7). O'i ddechreuad yn ffermwr
ucheldirol, daeth Davies yn
gontractwr ar gyfer heolydd,
pontydd a rheilffyrdd.
Ymgymerodd &’i fenter lofaol
gyntaf ym 1865 pan, yn 47
miwydd oed, ddewisodd Gwm
Rhondda ar gyferei anturiaethau;
gloféydd y Maendy, Cwmparc,
Dar a’r Dwyrain. Yn fuan lluniwyd
y cyfan yn gwmni cyfyngedig o'r
enw Cwmni Gloféydd yr Eigion.

| gychwyn yr oedd ei
| anturiaethau’n fychan, eithrerbyn
diwedd y bedwaredd ganrif ar
bymtheg cynrychiolai’r cwmni,
Eigion a Wilson Cyf., y cyfuniadau
cyfalafol enfawr a ddaethai'n
nodwedd o'r diwydiant ager-lo.
Aeth rheolaeth y cyfuniadau hyn
a'r diwydiannau y perthynai
iddynt yn fwyfwy i ddwylo'r
ychydig (8). Tyfodd trefi newydd,
megis Y Barri (9-10), yng
Nghymru ddiwydiannol a bu
llawer o drychinebau arswydus
yn y pyllau glo (11).

: “In the 1840s the Rhondda valleys

were virtually untouched by
industrialisation: Rhondda’s
farms were the dominant features
of the valley (1) and its natural
beauty and stillness were
captured in contemporary
illustrations such as this
engraving of Berw y Rhondda in
1805 (2) and descriptions of
travellers (3). The frenetic pace of
development of the coal industry
by 1913 can be seen in the
widespread addition to the map of
Rhondda of the collieries (4), and
the stark contrast in the changing
physical appearance of the
valleys is represented visually in
this photograph of Glamorgan
Colliery in 1900 (5) and in the
description of a later traveller (6).

Unlike the earlier development
of the iron industry the
entrepreneurs of the coal industry
were mainly Welshmen such as
David Davies of Llandinam (7).
Beginning as an upland farmer he
later became a contractor for
roads, bridges and railways. His
first colliery speculation was in
1865 when at the age of 47 he
chose the Rhondda valley for his
enterprises, the Maindy,
Cwmpare, Dare and Eastern Pits.
Soon the whole concern was
formed into a limited company
known as the Ocean Collieries
Company. To begin with his
concerns were typically
small-scale but by the end of the
nineteenth century his company —
Ocean and Wilson's Ltd. — was
representative of the giant
capitalist combings which had
emerged in the steam-coal
industry. Increasingly control of
these combines and associated
industries was vested in very few
hands (8). Industrial Wales saw
the mushroom growth of new
towns like Barry (9,10) and the
horror of pit disasters on a
massive scale (11).
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“We shall never forget our first impression of

Ystradyfodwg. When we had walked about
half a mile over the hill. the clouds, which

“had been down on the hill, began to lift, and

suddenly the ‘ Green Vallev ' unfolded itself
before us. with one of those exquisite effects
peculiar to mountain scenery which a Claude
could not transfer to canvas. The valley
stretched for a distance of cight or ten miles
between two nearly parallel lines of hills,
hroken by a suceession of cliffs of singular
beautv. apparently terminated by a wvast
Alpine headland. and feathered by trees or
copse of woods to its summit. a mountain
chief (Pen Pwch) keeping watch as we
descended. The emerald greenness of the
meadows in the valley below was most re-
freshing.  The scenerv when explored in
detail realized the first impression. The air
is aromatic with the wild flowers and moun-
tain plants. A Sabbath stillness reigns. . . .
1t 15 the gem of Glamorganshire.”

3 B Cliffe, The Book of South Wales; 1845.
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5 Glamorgan Collery 1900

It was in September 1924 when I arrived in a train which jerked its way through the deep

valley, winding its course between high, treeless hills, stripped bare by less than a

century of soul-less industrialism. From the train rarely did we lose sight of the shallow,

sordid stream - once the crystal haunt’of fish, Housesrwith semi-basements turned their
dingy backs upon us; and these together with ugly tips and uglier pitheads surrounded

by abandoned materials rusting into dust, colourless chapels and here and there a decrepit
cemetery, passed us in unlovely pageantry......Along the whole valley the villages run into
each other, here and there, where the valley widéns, thickening into clusters heaped
untidily around coal-tips and pitheads - a necklace of black diamonds which have lost their
lustre,....S8ixty to seventy years ago one baker's van served the valley, When I arrived,
one hundred and seventy thousand people were living in it and in its offspring, the 'little

Rhondda' which winds its more attenuated way up to Ferndale and Meardy.

f.J. Barker, Christ In the Valley of Unemployment; 1Y36.
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The OCEAM COAL and WILSON'S, Ltd., are a gizantic concern
of coal owners and coal exporters. The Company was formed in 1908
to acauire and hold all or any of the shares of the Ocean Coal Com-
panvy, Ltd., and Wilson. Son & Ca., Titd., and of anv Company in
which either of such Companies had any interest. The Ocean Coal
Companv own nine pits, namely :—Maindv Colliery, Park Colliery,
Dare Colliery. Eastern Colliery—all in the Rhondda Vallev: the Tady
Windsor Colliery (Ynysybwl),- Deep Navigation Colliery (Taff Vale),
Ocean Western Colliery (Ogmore Valley), Ocean Gawr Colliery (Gawr
Valley), and the Great Western Colliery, at Blaengwynfd. s

The annual output is about three million tons per annum. The
Company hag the largest unworked area of the celebrated Four Feet
Beam of Coal in South Wales. and supplies the requirements of the
Tnglish Admiralty for trial trips,.for the use of Royal yachts, and
other special purposes. i

Wilson’s, Sons & Co. have Coal Depots at almost all the prin-
ripal ports of the world; and, bhesides the regzular business of Coal
Marchants and Steamship Agents, the Company owns Lngineering
Shops and Foundries at Pernambuco, Dakar, Bahia, Rio de -Janerio,
and has executed manv important contracts. The Chairman, Major
DAVID DAVIES, is Director of : —

Ocean Coal and Wilsons, Ltd.

Powell Dulfryn Company, Ltd.

Deep Navigation Colliery Company.

larry Radway Company (Deputy Chairman),

Brecon and Merthyr Tydfl Junction Railway.

Cambrian Railway Company (Chairman).

Mawddwy Railway Company (Chairman).

Welsh and Llanfair Railway Company.

London, City, and Midland Bank, Ltd.

London, City, and Midland Banl (Executor) Trustee Co., Ltd,
The Deputy-Chairman, Mr. A. E, BOWERM, is Director o,f:-— i
Mortgage Company of River Plate. 3

Buenos Ayres Great Southern Railway.

‘"‘ Buenos Ayres Western Railway.
.. Equitable Trust of London.

Mirawda Kstancia Company.

Monte Video Water Works,

Primitive Gas Company of Buenos Ayres.

River Plate Trust Loan and Agency Company,

On the Buenos Ayres Itailways he joins hands with Sir Hugl Bell
and other, N.E. Coast Conal and Iron Magnates. i
Nir. WILLIAM JENKINS is Director of - —
Ocean Ceal and Wilson’s.

Deap Navigation Collieries Company.
Barry Railway Company

(Aberconway Group),

Lieut.-Colonel EDWARD JCNES is
Direcfor of i —

Ocean Coal and Wilson's.

Deep Navigation Collieries Company.
Fr. THOMAS EVAMNS 15 Director ofe —
Cardiff Coal and Shipping Exchange. .
Ocean Coal and Wilson's.

Barry Railway Company.

Dinan Coal Gompany. °

Sir H. WEBB is Dircctor of : —
Lillhvet Holdings (Calgary, B.C.).

Deep Navigation Collieries Company.
Ocean Coal and Wilson’s.”

Other Dircctors with * plural holdings *
are:—DMr., A. Harley, Mr. M. E. Hett,
and Mr. T. J, Yarrow.

8 G. Harvey; Capitalism in the
South Wales Coalfield 1918.

Population of Barry

1881 500
1911 33,763
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