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The legend lives on:
Dafydd Emyr

as King Arthur
brandishes
Caledfwich
(Excalibur)

CALEDFWLCH
Yr Ymchwil am Arthur
Gyda Gwyn Alf Williams

Three-part drama-documentary on the Arthurian legend
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CANLYN CHWEDL ARTHUR

Oedd y Brenin Arthur yn gymeriad go iawn? Beth roddodd fod i’r Chwedl Arthuraidd -
Camlan, Marchogion y Ford Gron, Gwenhwyfar, Caledfwlich - a sut ddaeth i fod yn un o
fythau mwyaf pwerus y dychymyg Prydeinig ac Ewropeaidd?

Dyma rai o’r cwestiynau y bydd un o haneswyr amlycaf Cymru, yr Athro Gwyn A.
Williams, yn eu hystyried yn Caledfwich - Yr Ymchwil am Arthur, drama ddogfen mewn
tair rhan gan BBC Cymru, yn dechrau ar S4C, Nos Iau, Chwefor 16 (9pm).

Mae’r Athro Gwyn Williams yn adnabyddus am y gyfres arloesol ar hanes Cymru, The
Dragon Has Two Tongues, a gyd-gyflwynodd gyda’r diweddar Wynford Vaughan
Thomas. Gyda’i frwdfrydedd amlwg tuag at ei bwnc, a’i arddull gyflwyno fywiog,
enillodd enw iddo’i hun fel ’cofiadur y bobl’, gan ddod 4 ffeithiau moel hanes yn fyw
mewn rhaglenni sy’n cyflwyno trafodaeth hanesyddol ddifrifol gyda golygfeydd dramatig

grymus.

Daw Caledfwich & holl hud a thamant y chwedlau Arthuraidd yn fyw trwy gyfrwng
drama liwgar a goludog yn dilyn anturiaethau Arthur a’i Farchogion ar hyd y canrifoedd.
Darlunir gwrhydri maes y frwydr a’r twrnamaint, marchogion a cheffylau, ac fe’n
harweinir drwy hanes Y Greal Sanctaidd, godineb Gwenhwyfar, pwerau hudol Caledfwich
ac Ynys Afallon. Dafydd Emyr sy’n portreadu cymeriad Arthur, gyda Nicholas
McGaughey fel Cei, Robert Gwyn Davin fel Bedwyr, Richard Elfyn fel Lawnslot, Athena
Constantine fel Gwenhwyfar a William Vaughan fel Myrddin.

Mae’r ymchwil am Arthur yn arwain yr Athro Gwyn A. Williams i leoliadau ar hyd a
lled Cymru, Prydain a Llydaw wrth iddo chwilio am darddiad y chwedl Arthuraidd, gan
ddilyn trywydd ei datblygiad dros y canrifoedd, 0’i gwreiddiau Cymreig, trwy ramantau’r
Canol Oesoedd, hyd at ddehongliadau cyfoes ohoni yn ffilm Monty Python, The Holy
Grail, a ffilm Richard Gere, First Knight.

"Chwedl Arthur yw’r cylch chwedlau mwyaf i Ewrop ei nabod erioed," meddai’r Athro
Williams yn ei gyflwyniad i’r thaglen gyntaf. "Mae Arthur yn dod i’r golwg ym
Mhrydain y pumed ganrif fel hanes ac fel myth, ac yn sgubo drwy bob iaith bron yn
Ewrop i’'w ymsefydlu yn arwr diangau ym meddwl bron pob cenhedlaeth hyd at ein
dyddiau ni."



Cyfarwyddwyd Caledfwlch gan Colin Thomas, a gyfarwyddodd dair o raglenni cyfres
ddogfen ddiweddar BBC Cymru ar genedlaetholdeb, Blood and Belonging. Mae
Caledfwich yn ailsefydlu ei bartneriacth ddarlledu dros ddeng mlynedd gyda’r Athro
Williams, a ddechreuodd gyda’r gyfres The Dragon Has Two Tongues.

Mae Caledfwich yn gynhyrchiad gan Teliesyn i BBC Cymru ar gyfer S4C.

Am wybodaeth bellach cysyllter 4 Rwth Williams, Swyddfa’r Wasg BBC Cymru ar
(0222) 572445.

* Cyhoeddir llyfr i gydredeg a’r gyfres gan BBC Books, Excalibur: The search for
Arthur gan Gwyn A. Williams (pris £16.99).
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ON THE TRAIL OF ARTHUR

Did King Arthur really exist? What gave birth to the Arthurian legend - Camelot, the
Knights of the Round Table, Guinevere, Excalibur - and why is it one of the most
powerful myths in the British and European imagination?

These are some of the questions that leading Welsh historian, Professor Gwyn A.
Williams, will be addressing in Caledfwlich - Yr Ymchwil am Arthur (Excalibur - The
Search for Arthur), a new three part drama-documentary from BBC Wales, starting on
S4C on Thursday, February 16 (9pm).

Professor Gwyn A. Williams is best known for the pioneering Welsh history series, The
Dragon Has Two Tongues, which he co-presented with the late Wynford Vaughan
Thomas. With his enthusiasm for his subject, and his lively presentation style, he has
gained the title of "the people’s remembrancer’, bringing the bare facts of history to life
in programmes which combine serious historical analysis with powerful dramatic scenes.

Caledfwich brings to light all the magic and romance of the Arthurian tales in the lavish
and colourful dramatic scenes depicting the valour of the battlefield, the knights on their
horses and the jousting tournaments, with tales of the Holy Grail, Guinevere’s adultery,
Excalibur and Avalon. Dafydd Emyr portrays the hero, Arthur, with Nicholas
McGaughey as Cei/Kay, Robert Gwyn Davin as Bedwyr/Bedivere, Richard Elfyn as
Lancelot, Athena Constantine as Gwenhwyfar/Guinevere and William Vaughan as Merlin.

The quest for Arthur leads Gwyn A. Williams to locations all over Wales, Britain and
Brittany as he investigates the origins of the Arthurian legend and traces its development
through the ages, from its Welsh origins, through Middle Ages romance to modern day
interpretations of the Arthurian legend, including Monty Python’s comic Holy Grail and
Richard Gere’s First Knight.

"The Arthurian legend is the largest circle of legends Europe has ever known," says Prof.
Williams in his introduction to the programme. "Arthur comes to light in Britain in the
fifth century as history and as a myth, and sweeps through almost every European
language to become an immortal hero in the minds of almost every generation to this
day."



Caledfwlch is directed by Colin Thomas, who recently directed three programmes in BBC
Wales’ series on nationalism, Blood and Belonging. Caledfwich rekindles his long
working partnership with Professor Williams, which began with the Dragon Has Two
Tongues.

Caledfwich is an independent production by Teliesyn for BBC Wales and S4C, and will
be screened on the BBC2 network later in 1995.

For further information please contact Rwth Williams at BBC Wales’ Press Office on
(0222) 572445.

* The series is accompanied by a BBC book, Excalibur: The search for Arthur by
Gwyn A. Williams (price £16.99).



GWYN A. WILLIAMS (Cyflwynydd ac awdur)

"Mae angerdd, arddull liwgar a gwybodaeth eang yn nodweddion o’i lyfrau,
rhinweddau sydd wedi ei wneud yn un o’r siaradwyr cyhoeddus unigol mwyaf
adnabyddus yn y Gymru gyfoes. Mae wedi ystyried ei hun fel ’cofiadur y bobl’,
yn ymdrechu i ddylanwadu ar y farn gyfoes yng Nghymru drwy gyflwyno hanes
Cymru mewn ffordd ddramatig...."

Oxford Companion to Welsh Literature, 1986

Ganwyd Gwyn A. Williams yn 1925 yn Nowlais, Merthyr Tudful. Wedi graddio o Goleg
Prifysgol Cymru, Aberystwyth, aeth ymlaen i astudio yn Llundain cyn dechrau ar ei yrfa
academaidd lwyddiannus yn ddarlithydd Hanes Cymru yn Aberystwyth. Yn ddiweddarach
yn 1963 fe ymunodd 4 Phrifysgol Caer Efrog, gan ddod yn Athro Hanes yn 1965.
Dychwelodd i Gymru yn 1974 yn Athro Hanes yng Ngholeg Prifysgol Cymru, Caerdydd
cyn ymddeol o’r byd academaidd yn 1985.

Fe gyhoeddodd nifer fawr o lyfrau gan gynnwys, Artisans and Sans-culottes (1968), Goya
and the Impossible Revolution (1976) The Merthyr Rising (1978), Madoc: the making of a
myth (1980) a When Was Wales? a History of the Welsh (1985).

Dechreuodd gyrfa Gwyn Williams fel cyflwynydd ac ysgrifennwr poblogaidd ar gyfer y
teledu yn 1977 gyda Madoc a The Merthyr Rising gan BBC Cymru. Aeth ymlaen i gyd-
gyflwyno y gyfres uchel-ei-chlod, The Dragon Has Two Tongues, gyda’r diweddar
Wynford Vaughan Thomas ar gyfer Channel 4, HTV a S4C, cyfres a arweiniodd at iddo
ymaelodi 4 Teliesyn a’i bartneriaeth waith hir gyda Colin Thomas. Gyda’i arddull
gyflwyno fywiog a brwdfrydig, gan ddod & ffeithiau sychion hanes yn fyw i’r sgrin
deledu, bu The Dragon Has Two Tongues, yn fodd o sefydlu Gwyn Williams fel
“hanesydd y bobol’.

Ymhlith ei gyfraniadau eraill i deledu mae Lest Who Forgets? (1985), The African from
Aberystwyth (1987), Back to Barcelona (1988) Cracking Up (1989), Hughesovka and the
New Russia (1992) a Writing on the Line (1993) a enillodd wobr Bafta Cymru yn 1993
am y ddrama-ddogfen orau.



GWYN A. WILLIAMS (Presenter, writer)

"His books are characterized by passion, a colourful style and wide erudition,
qualities which have made him one of the most recognizably individual public
speakers in contemporary Wales. He has seen himself as ’a people’s
remembrancer’, attempting to influence contemporary opinion in Wales by a
dramatic presentation of Welsh history..."

Oxford Companion to Welsh Literature, 1986

Gwyn A. Williams was born in 1925 in Dowlais, Merthyr Tydfil. After graduating from
University College of Wales at Aberystwyth, he studied in London before beginning his
long and successful academic career as lecturer in Welsh history at Aberystwyth. Later in
1963 he joined the University of York where he became Professor of History in 1965. He
returned to Wales in 1974 when he became Professor of History at Cardlff University
until his retirement from the academic world in 1985.

He has published many books, including Artisans and Sans-culottes (1968), Goya and the
Impossible Revolution (1976) The Merthyr Rising (1978), Madoc: the making of a myth
(1980) and When Was Wales? a History of the Welsh (1985).

Gwyn Williams’s career as a popular presenter and writer for television began in 1977
with Madoc and The Merthyr Rising made by BBC Wales. He went on to co-present the
award winning series The Dragon Has Two Tongues, with the late Wynford Vaughan
Thomas for Channel 4, HTV and S4C, a series which led to his becoming a member of
Teliesyn and a long working partnership with Colin Thomas. With his enthusiastic and
lively presentation style, which brought history to life on the television screen, The
Dragon Has Two Tongues helped to establish Gwyn Williams as a popular ’people’s
historian’.

His other television credits include Lest Who Forgets? (1985), The African from
Aberystwyth (1987), Back to Barcelona (1988) Cracking Up (1989), Hughesovka and the
New Russia (1992) and Writing on the Line (1993), which won a BAFTA Wales award in
1993 for the best drama-documentary.






